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Summary
This project has been undertaken as part of a thematic investigation of the physical legacy of
the First World War on South East Wales. It was perceived that barracks, drill halls, recruiting
stations and training facilities were established and became part of the region’s contribution to
the war. In addition, a number of key sites for the defence of the Bristol Channel and its
strategic ports had been in existence since the mid-Victorian period and had recently been
modernized by the outbreak of the First World War. The project has assembled and collated
information about these sites and has made conclusions concerning their physical legacy, with
specific and general recommendations based on the results.
The project has undergone revision from the initial proposal due to the very adverse weather
conditions of the late summer of 2015 impacting on a programme of field investigation. The
resulting report is therefore a more conventional assessment of the military remains within
Glamorgan and Gwent but some survey work has been carried out to record the newly
discovered crenellated trench on the rifle range at Newton Burrows, Porthcawl. The project has
also involved input from local groups and volunteers and has helped with developing
engagement within the community.
The project has established that the survival of visible military archaeological remains directly
attributable to the First World War within Glamorgan and Gwent is minimal. Only one site, the
practice trench at St Dials Farm Monmouth, can be dated specifically to the First World War.
The project has established that most of the sites examined as part of the study existed both
before and after the First World War, with some continuing in use by the military to the present
day, a conclusion that suggests a site biography approach to locations would be more
appropriate in the investigation of military sites. A number of new sites have been identified as
part of the study, the multi-period training area of Pwllholm Camp, Monmouth being of
particular note. Very recent research indicates that a set of practice trenches may survive in a
fragmented state on Clyne Common, Gower.
General recommendations have been made for the future management of sites related to the
First World War.
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INTRODUCTION
Project Background
The physical impact of the First World War on the home front, and therefore the archaeological
legacy, has been an area of increased interest in recent years, primarily spurred by the centenary
of the start of the war. Cadw commissioned a scoping study in 2013 to establish a baseline of
information concerning the survival of archaeological sites relating to the First World War
period (Crawford 2014). The results of the scoping study highlighted the significance of war
industry within Glamorgan and Gwent and resulted in a study of the contribution of industry
from the area to the First World War (Crawford 2015). In keeping with the thematic approach to
examination of the legacy of the First World War, the current study seeks to examine and assess
the archaeological legacy of aspects of the military presence within Glamorgan and Gwent
during the First World War.
It should be stressed that this report has deviated from the project proposals set out at the
beginning of 2015/2016. One of the main objectives for the initial proposal was a geophysical
survey and small scale excavation of the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineer’s (RMRE (M))
training trench at St Dials Farm, Monmouth. However, unseasonably poor weather over the
summer of 2015 meant that the window of opportunity for carrying out the work between
reaping and sowing of crops disappeared. This resulted in a re-casting of the project into a more
conventional desk top study which in turn resulted in the greater appreciation of the
significance of the Pwllholm training area in Monmouth, used by the RMRE (M) since 1877.
The other main objective of the study was to examine the role of the town of Porthcawl during
the First World War; this work has been carried out, but it must be said the physical legacy of
the war is far less extensive than was initially hoped.
Other sites identified as part of previous work have been re-evaluated and a number of new
sites has been identified as a direct result of this current work.
Despite the difficulties, the current work will allow remains from this crucial period of Welsh
history to be placed in an appropriate archaeological and historical context and permit informed
decisions to be made concerning the future management of those sites.

PROJECT AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
Aim
The current report is part of a thematic approach to examine the physical impact the national
war effort had on the creation and adaption of the South East Wales landscape. The aim of the
project was to quantify and contextualise the physical legacy of First World War military
activity within Glamorgan and Gwent, and to make recommendations on legislative protection
of remains if appropriate.
Objectives
The aim was to be achieved through the following objectives:
Archaeological objectives



Assessment of the archaeological significance of the sites and associated features in both
a regional and national perspective
Assess the current state of survival/preservation, conservation and the recording
requirements
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Assessment of the vulnerability of this element of the archaeological resource, review of
scheduling criteria, and inform future protection and management strategies, including
future scheduling proposals
Enhancement of the Regional Historic Environment Record

Outreach objectives:






Raising awareness, understanding and appreciation of the cultural remains of the First
World War
Increasing local skills, capacity building
Training in relevant archaeological techniques
Guidance and training in using smartphone technology
Guidance and training in reporting

Previous work (Crawford 2014) had identified two foci for investigation, these being the towns
of Monmouth and Porthcawl.
Monmouth has an historic association with the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers
(Militia) (RMRE (M)), having served as the location for its Regimental Headquarters and
training camp since the 1870s. This association has left an archaeological legacy which can still
be seen in the landscape and whilst this is a palimpsest of features, there are remains with a
connection with the First World War, specifically a set of practice trenches near St Dial’s Farm
and possibly fieldworks within their Pwllholm training area.
Porthcawl had a pre-First World War association with the Territorial Force and was chosen as
the forming up location for units of the nascent Welsh Army Corps. Equipped with a rifle range
and ample space for training, the significance of Porthcawl’s contribution to the South Wales
War effort and any possible physical legacy, has until recently been largely overlooked.

METHODOLOGY
One of the original objectives of the project was the involvement of volunteer groups or
individuals in the identification and recording of surviving archaeological remains. Members of
Porthcawl’s University of the Third Age Group were co-opted to assist with the project and Dr
Steven Miles volunteered to conduct research on the Welsh Army Corps for the project. The
information generated was then assessed and collated by the author and included as
appropriate.
Documentary
In common with previous research into the First World War and South East Wales, the majority
of information has been gleaned from primary sources held by record offices, the National
Archive and information held by museums. An increasing number of published secondary
sources have become available since the initial centenary of the war, the most notable of which
is the Council for British Archaeology’s handbook, The Home Front in Britain 1914-1918
(Appleby et al. 2015). Social histories are also beginning to appear such as Robin Barlow’s
Wales and World War One (2014) but whilst they are outstanding for contextualising the
period, they are perhaps less useful than they might be concerning the potential for actual
archaeological remains; most secondary sources retain a focus on activity outside the counties
and indeed abroad. Similarly, the Gwent County History and Glamorganshire History have
proved to be of limited utility in identifying new potential sites of archaeological interest.
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Cartographic
Ordnance Survey mapping has produced mixed results during map regression. The edition of
the OS maps, which were produced generally between 1917 and 1921 and which might be
expected to show the most radical changes caused by the war, are often silent as military sites
are explicitly omitted from recording. The most extreme example of this is the absence of
Maindy Barracks in Cardiff from the Third Edition map, despite being shown on the previous
two editions; similarly, coastal artillery positions are omitted, despite having been depicted on
earlier editions. These omissions, done for reasons of security or lack of access, have made the
job of identifying the pattern of military activity across Glamorgan and Gwent difficult. The
location of at least one military encampment (Vivian Park Camp) is not precisely known as it is
not shown on cartographic sources, despite several contemporary newspaper references to it.
Photographic
A number of photographic archives have been consulted, including those held by local records
offices and those accessed online (see below). These have been useful for the identification of
certain areas such as the Cardiff Docks garrison but their most useful contribution has been to
put a human face on the results of the research.
Digital resources
Digital resources have been of limited use with the exception of the RCAHM ‘Britain from
Above’ archive. This excellent website has supplemented the cartographic record and allowed
the identification of a number of features of potential interest such as the Vauxhall Camp
trenches (CtA13) as well as providing the only known images of a number of other sites.
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DEFINING THE RESOURCE
Military background
Whilst there is a strong argument that earlier wars such as the Seven Years War and Napoleonic
Wars had a global impact, the First World War was the first to be waged on a scale that
impacted on virtually every aspect of British national life. Not least was the requirement for
vast amounts of manpower to fill out the armed forces, primarily the army. The infrastructure
required to transform the British army from an organisation with a pre-war regular strength of
almost 250,000 to a peak of 4 million spread across the globe in 1918 was vast. Added to this
was the network of drill halls and camps that operated as bases for the Territorial Force that in
1914 numbered some 64,000 members although an Army Reserve and National Reserve,
formed of men who were either retired soldiers or had some other kind of military experience
pushed the numbers available to almost 400,000.

The Royal Navy
Despite the presence of four major ports in the region (Swansea, Barry, Cardiff and Newport)
the Royal Navy presence in Glamorgan and Gwent remains poorly understood. A Swansea
patrol was based in the port, responsible for the holding and inspection of cargo vessels but
little is known concerning facilities within the port for this service. It is possible that the
presence of the naval base at Pembroke Dock negated the requirement for a significant Royal
Navy presence further up the Bristol Channel. Coastal artillery was the responsibility of the
Army, in the form of the Royal Garrison Artillery. Recent evidence suggests there was a chain
of Royal Navy signal stations located along the South Wales coast. One of these (CtA05) has
been identified from a photograph taken near Llantwit Major, although the original building has
been completely destroyed.
Airpower
Military air power was nascent at the outbreak of the First World War and consequently the
infrastructure required for its employment i.e. airfields and bases, was relatively rare. The rapid
development of air power as the war progressed resulted in the establishment of more
permanent locations, 301 bases nationally by the end of 1918 (Huckfield 2012) but no records
have been located suggesting any of these locations may be found in Glamorgan or Gwent. The
nearest such location is the Royal Naval Air Station in Pembroke. Other than a very limited
amount of aircraft component construction (Crawford 2015), the physical results of the
development of aviation appear to have by-passed Glamorgan and Gwent until after the First
World War.
The British Army
The military presence in Glamorgan and Gwent in 1914 reflected the structure of the army at
the time. Regular army barracks existed in Cardiff and Newport and coastal defence batteries,
designed largely in the mid Victorian period to counter the threat of French invasion, were
located at Mumbles Head, Lavernock Point and on Flatholm Island. This full-time
establishment was supplemented by a series of drill halls that acted as foci for the various units
of the Territorial Force, which had been formed in 1908 to reform and centralise the
multiplicity of militia units in Britain and which had existed in some cases for centuries.
The Welsh attitude and relationship to the army was historically ambiguous (Barlow 2014). By
1914, the army and militia, as an instrument of the state, had been periodically used to quell
popular unrest in Wales, most recently in 1911, with the deployment of regular army units
during the Tonypandy Riots. The strong tradition of non-conformity and hostility engendered
by the question of the dis-establishment of the Welsh Church further coloured Welsh attitudes
towards the British state, and by extension, towards the army. The lack of enthusiasm towards
11
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the military is best reflected in the fact that the overwhelming number of recruits to nominally
Welsh regiments in the early 20th century came from outside Wales and also reflected in
statistics suggesting that after Ireland, Wales was the least enthusiastic recruiting ground for the
forces during the opening months of First World War (Coetzee 2005). Despite the appetite for
service with the military traditionally being less keen in Wales than other areas, tens of
thousands of volunteers did enlist during the course of the war, from all walks of life and all
classes of society. These volunteers had to be processed, fed, clothed and accommodated, even
before they had commenced any form of military training. The existing pre-war system was
entirely inadequate to cope with the influx of numbers and consequently new facilities had to
be either requisitioned or constructed for the purpose.
The military was as unprepared as anyone else for the scale of the commitment required by the
First World War. The military forces located in Glamorgan and Gwent on the outbreak of war
consisted of both regular army units based in well-established Victorian barracks, such as
Maindee Barracks in Cardiff and Raglan Barracks in Newport, and of Territorial Force units,
which formed the volunteer reserve of the British Army. The Territorial Force (which was renamed the Territorial Army in 1920) was a relatively new phenomenon, established in 1908 to
bring some control and co-ordination to the essentially mid-Victorian medley of volunteer
militias and yeomanry units that had proliferated in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
Although Territorial Force units were not required to serve outside the United Kingdom, in
1914 they were given the option, with over 70 battalions choosing to serve overseas. Second
and third line Territorial Force battalions were raised during the war, whose role was mainly
home defence in order to free other units for active service.
These organisations required an infrastructure to house and support and this was provided
through Regular Army barracks and for the Territorial Force through a network of drill halls.
Training areas consisted primarily of especially constructed rifle ranges, with field manoeuvres
being conducted either on common land or on ground borrowed from a willing land owner: the
concept of a dedicated training area reserved for use by the army had not yet taken root within
Wales although Pwllholm Camp (CtA15) in Monmouth was a notable exception.
The great expansions of the armed forces, particularly the army, undertaken on the outbreak of
the First World War stretched the peacetime infrastructure well beyond its capacity. Not only
was there insufficient accommodation and training facilities to absorb the new recruits, the
authorities initially struggled to find suitable locations for recruiting. A multitude of public and
private buildings were utilised in order to facilitate the process of initial expansion whilst
purpose-built camps were constructed. The use of billeting i.e. the compulsory housing and
feeding of military personnel on the local populace, was widespread. The military camps
created to absorb the influx of new manpower were often tented at first, being replaced by
temporary wooden accommodation as it became available. The facilities are likely to have
included not only military training camps but storage depots, transhipment centres for stores
and key strategic locations to be guarded against interference (e.g. Alexandra Dock, Cardiff).
It is this varied and potentially diverse infrastructure that will have left a physical legacy in the
form of archaeological remains and it is these remains that form the core of the topic of the
present report.
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RESULTS
Separate classes of site have been identified, these being divided into pre-existing military sites
in existence prior to the outbreak of the First World War, and those sites that were established
or requisitioned during the course of the conflict.
Pre-existing/pre-war sites
Regular army barracks
The pre-war regular army had a permanent presence within Glamorgan and Gwent through the
establishment of two barracks to act as both accommodation for regular troops, recruitment
centres and depots for the training of recruits prior to assignment to a battalion, these two sites
being Raglan Barracks in Newport and Maindy Barracks in Cardiff. They have been classified
separately from Drill Halls as they functioned in quite a different way. Swansea does not appear
to have had a regular army barracks at this time (contrary to the folk song ‘Swansea Barracks’)
but was well supplied with drill halls.
Maindy Barracks Cardiff
Maindy Barracks was a pre-war regular army barracks complex and is first depicted on the
First Edition OS map. Multiple buildings within the barracks are Grade II Listed but the listing
is based on the pre-war value as an example of mid Victorian military architecture. Maindy
Barracks was built in 1877 and was first occupied by the Royal Glamorgan Militia. The Militia
was superseded in 1881 by the newly formed Welch Regiment and it remained the headquarters
of the regiment until its amalgamation in 1969 with the 1st Battalion of the South Wales
Borderers to form the Royal Regiment of Wales.
The barracks, also originally known as a 'localisation depot', was built under the auspices of the
Localisation Act of 1872, which instigated the first national barrack-building campaign to be
undertaken in peacetime. These are also referred to as the 'Cardwell reforms', after Edward
Cardwell, Secretary of State for War 1868-74 who implemented a range of reforming policies.
Regimental depots were established in populous districts to provide a focus for recruitment, and
raised the profile of the army by giving it a powerful visual presence in the civilian community.
The War Office issued standard designs for barracks, although local variations were permitted,
particularly in the choice of materials. Local character at Maindy Barracks was achieved by the
use of Pennant sandstone and slate roof. Maindy was also characteristic of the period in its
overall layout around a central parade square, and incorporated many of the innovations of the
period such as a school and married men's quarters in addition to the normal barrack rooms and
officers' quarters, and had one of the earliest depot hospitals (Cadw listing).
American troops transited through Maindy Barracks during the First World War. It is not
possible to trace the influence of the war on the layout of the barracks from readily available
cartographic sources. Some expansion of the Barracks had taken place by the time of the
Second Edition of 1901 but the Third Edition shows only a blank space, suggesting the
surveyors could not gain access or that the authorities were sensitive regarding the mapping of
military installations. The barracks was not visited as part of the current study as it is an active
military base and it is highly unlikely that specific elements of the barracks can be associated
directly with the First World War.
Raglan Barracks, Newport
Raglan Barracks is a mid-Victorian regular army barracks complex containing 14 separate
listed elements (04605g to 046160.0g). The barracks was begun in 1843 following the lease of
13
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the land to the Master General of the Ordnance by the Morgan family of Tredegar. It was
founded shortly after the 1839 Chartist Riots which caused particular unrest in Newport and
this historical background may account for the fortress character of Raglan Barracks when
viewed from outside. It was opened in 1845 when work was complete on the first phase of
buildings; these are probably by Colonel Ord, the Government Royal Engineer, and were
designed to accommodate a cavalry regiment, a hospital and a riding school, although they
were also used by some infantry units. At the beginning of the 20th century the barracks were
known as the Cavalry Barracks but later was called the Artillery Barracks on account of its use
as a Headquarters by the Royal Horse Artillery in the inter-war period. During the First World
War the barracks was used as both a regular barracks and as a training depot, running courses
on physical training and bayonet fighting. It was also used as a military recuperation hospital,
although most soldiers would have preferred to be sent to a Red Cross hospital due to the more
relaxed discipline. After 1955 it was used as a transit station for the Suez Campaign. In 1963,
despite various attempts to sell the site, it became the home of the Monmouthshire Territorial
and Auxiliary Forces Association and was renamed Raglan Barracks after Lord Raglan, the
President of the Association. Some of the buildings were then altered for Territorial Army use
and other new buildings erected. The site is still in use by the Ministry of Defence but is quite
likely to be under-used when compared to earlier periods of occupation. It was not visited for
the current report as it is an active military base and like Maindy Barracks, it is unlikely that
individual elements of the complex can be related specifically to the First World War.
Drill Halls
Drill halls in this period were either legacy buildings left over from the days of the militias, or
else purpose-built structures for the newly created Territorial Force units. No references have
been located that suggest any of the drill halls were constructed during the war itself and it
must be assumed that massive increase in requirement for military real estate was met through
the construction of essentially temporary camps rather than expansion of the Territorial Force
estate.
Whilst a number of earlier drill halls display an overt military ostentation (e.g. the Caroline
Street Drill Hall in Newport (05181g), the majority of drill halls were practical, functional
buildings that acted not only as foci for the activities of the Territorial Force but also as venues
for a variety of civic and private functions. As such they were more important locations of
community cohesion than they would subsequently become, with a contemporary significance
that is somewhat lost today.
Whilst all the drill halls within Glamorgan and Gwent identified in previous work have been reassessed, no significant new information concerning them has been discovered. Gazeteer and
HER information has been updated and recommendations suggested where required but there is
little more to say concerning this class of site.
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Coastal defences
The potential vulnerability of the Bristol Channel area to hostile attack had been recognised
since the 18th and 19th centuries but the rise of the strategically vital ports of Swansea, Cardiff,
Barry and Newport provided added impetus for the establishment of a defence system focussed
on a chain of coastal artillery batteries. Initially designed to counter the threat of the
expansionist French emperor Napoleon III, these defences, occasionally referred to as ‘stone
frigates’ involved a series of coastal artillery batteries at Mumbles Head, Lavernock, Flatholm
Island and on the English side of the Bristol Channel, Brean Down and Steepholm Island, all of
which had interlocking fields of fire. The majority of these sites had become somewhat
neglected by the late 19th century, and were the subject of a programme of modernisation in the
early 20th century, prompted by a general review of Britain’s coastal defences known as the
Owen Report, after its chairman, one Colonel Owen. Two additional batteries were constructed,
at Nell’s Point, Barry and Penarth Head, Cardiff as a result of this review.
By the outbreak of the First World War, the Welsh side of the Bristol Channel included the
coastal batteries at Penarth Head, Lavernock Point, Nell’s Point in Barry and the Mumbles
battery near Swansea. Artillery pieces at these locations had fields of fire that overlapped with
those of the forts on Flatholm and Steepholm islands and were designed to sink enemy shipping
threatening these ports. It was assessed that the biggest threat came from unarmoured cruisers
and lighter vessels such as torpedo boats and therefore the guns selected to replace the plethora
of Victorian pieces were standardised on the 6 inch Mark VII gun, a naval gun that came into
service in 1898 and represented a good compromise of weight of shell and rate of fire (Gander
2011). No First World War defences have been recorded in the Newport area, despite the
significance of the port possibly being greater than either Cardiff or Barry at the time; it is
possible that no ship was expected to be able to survive the run up the Channel as far as
Newport but it is more likely that the generally flatter topography of the Newport area was
unfavourable for the siting of coastal artillery due to the difficulty of observation. It is notable
that the other coastal artillery sites are located on, relatively speaking, points of much higher
elevation than Newport. Two emergency coastal guns appear to have been installed at Cardiff’s
Alexandra Dock during the First World War although most sources ascribe a Second World War
date to the installations. It is possible that lighter artillery pieces were mounted at Newport
although no record of any such installations has been located.
Alexandra Dock Battery, Cardiff (02015s)
The seaward side of the Alexandra Dock Cardiff contains the remains of two 6 inch coastal gun
positions which are generally believed to be Second World War in date. However, there is some
evidence to suggest that these battery positions may in fact have an origin in the First World
War (Guns across the Severn, Saunders et al 2001). Circumstantial evidence for the presence of
a battery comes from the photographic archive held by the Glamorgan Archives of a garrison of
soldiers from the 8th Battalion The Manchester Regiment, in the same area of the dock in 1915
(CtA03) (Plate 1). Whilst the troops may also have been responsible for security around the
docks, it is possible that they were also there to defend the landward side of a gun battery,
something which is known to have been done in Pembrokeshire and Lavernock. The garrison is
believed to have been accommodated in transit sheds on the dock side (Plates 2-4) which whilst
being eminently practical at the time, would have left little in the way of archaeological
evidence, even were the shed still extant, which unfortunately it is not. The remains of the gun
battery are believed to include a holdfast raised gun platform 3' 2” (0.96m) high incorporating
ammunition lockers, ammunition issue hatch and a magazine/shell store. A duty room is also
said to be evident although much of the original structure is believed to have been destroyed. It
has not been possible to access these remains and the actual condition of these positions is
unknown. Separate identification of phasing for dating purposes could only be undertaken by
15
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physical examination and even then may prove problematic without documentary evidence.

Plate 1. The badge of the 8th Battalion The Manchester Regiment at Alexandra Dock, Cardiff in 1915,
with Penarth Head in the background (Glamorgan Archives).

Plate 2. Buildings used by the garrison at Alexandra Dock, Cardiff in 1915. Penarth Head in the
background (Glamorgan Archives).
16
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Plate 3. Men of the 8th Battalion The Manchester Regiment in their accommodation at Alexandra Dock,
Cardiff in 1915. Such occupation would leave few if any archaeological traces (Glamorgan Archives).

Plate 4. The men parade outside a transit shed, Alexandra Dock, Cardiff 1915 (Glamorgan Archives)
17
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Penarth Head Battery, Penarth (02010s)
Penarth Head was the site of a two gun coastal battery forming part of the defences of the
Severn Estuary and the approaches to Cardiff and Penarth docks. The defences were
constructed in the late 19th or early 20th century and are recorded in a detailed set of drawings,
dated 1919, held by the National Archives (WO/78/4324/001-006). These plans show both gun
positions, each housing a 6 inch Mark VII gun, together with the buildings and storerooms
required by the garrison. An aerial photograph held by the RCAHM (WPW029385) dated 1929
(Plate 5) shows the battery buildings but the Number 1 gun appears to have been removed.
Number Two gun is possibly present but obscured by what appears to be tarpaulin. It is possible
that this coincided with the decommissioning of the battery sometime in the 1920s. There is no
record of the re-use of the site during the Second World War for coastal or anti-aircraft defence
and despite the prominence of the location, there are no obvious anti-aircraft positions visible
on an aerial photograph dated 1947 (APU Online 2016). A site visit was conducted on 20
January 2016 confirming that the remains of the coastal battery have been completely
demolished and the area covered with housing (Plate 6). It is likely however that buried
remains survive, particularly given the strength and depth of the foundations required for this
type of structure.

Plate 5. Extract from and aerial photograph of 1929 showing the Penarth Head battery sited in the
inverted triangle of land in the centre of the photograph. At least one gun has already been removed
(from the circular feature at the upper right of the site) (RCAHM WPW029385).
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Plate 6. View towards Cardiff Docks from the former battery position at Penarth Head taken in January
2016. The gun emplacements have been replaced by housing (GGAT).

Lavernock Battery, Lavernock Point (02017s)
Lavernock Point Battery was conceived as part of the defence scheme for the Severn estuary in
the 1860s. It was designed to defend the channel between Barry Island and Flat Holm and was
an enclosed work on the north east shore of the channel at Lavernock Point near Cardiff. Its
first armament consisted of three 7-inch RMLs (Rifled Muzzle Loading guns) on Moncrieff
disappearing carriages although an armament returns for 1895 states four 7-inch RMLs were
mounted, this being confirmed on the plan of the battery held by the National Archives (WO
78/2281). The 1880 plans of the battery show a defensive ditch and bridge, barrack quarters,
four gun pits, a laboratory, a magazine and a parade. The 1889 plans (WO 78/0516) show the
modifications planned for the installation of two 6-inch BL (Breech Loading) guns, the work
for which effectively destroyed much of the original battery. By 1903 Lavernock was armed
with two 6-inch Mark VII BL guns mounted at right angles to each other, one firing up the
Bristol Channel and one towards Flat Holm Island. The original 6 inch Mark VII guns were
replaced with updated versions with greater range during the Second World War but it is
unclear what modifications would have been necessary, if any, to install the new weapons. In
1984 the magazines for the 6-inch BLs were still visible but the gun pits were filled with earth
and rubbish. One magazine had a swimming pool built over it. One Moncrieff pit was also
identifiable in 1984 (RJC Thomas 2016 pers. comm.).
A site visit was conducted on 20th January 2016 to ascertain the extent of surviving remains.
The site is now used as the Marconi Holiday Village, with much of the road layout originating
with the military use. Whilst much of the battery’s structures have been destroyed, the
emplacements for both the No. 1 (Plate 7) and No. 2 gun (Plates 8 and 9) were present, having
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been incorporated, to various degrees, into the fabric of the holiday village. The earth and sand
banks that originally formed part of the front of the glacis had in both cases been removed,
revealing the concrete core of the glacis and details of the construction of the emplacement in
the form of timber shuttering in the concrete (Plate 8).

Plate 7. Forward edge of the concrete glacis of the No. 1 gun position Lavernock battery, utilised as a
garden feature (GGAT)

Plate 8. Detail of the timber shuttering on the glacis of the No.2 gun emplacement, Lavernock battery
(GGAT)
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Plate 9. Remains of the front edge of the glacis and subterranean cartridge store for the No. 2 gun
emplacement at Lavernock battery. View to north west (GGAT).

The No.1 gun emplacement is heavily overgrown with scrubby vegetation and much of the
original form has been destroyed or modified to accommodate the construction of a swimming
pool area (Plates 11). It is clear from comparison of photographs taken in 1984 with those taken
in 2016 that significant damage has been done to the remains of the No. 1 emplacement
through modification to their current purpose (Plates 10 and 11). The remains of the Moncreiff
emplacement previously noted, and which were visible in 1984 have now been buried beneath
a building. According to the original plan for the battery held by the National Archive, the No.
2 emplacement was always intended to be more extensive on the surface and this is reflected in
the remains that are still visible. Elements of the cartridge store with recesses for both shells
and cartridges, are visible at the rear of the emplacement but comparison with photographs
from 1988 suggests that the emplacement itself has slowly become buried beneath waste and
rubbish (Plates 12 and 13). A length of original iron railing remains intact on a walkway close
to a semi-circular projection, now damaged and blocked, visible in the plate above. This
projection is shown on the 1898 plan and contains has the remains of a mounting in the floor
which is likely to have housed a rangefinder or similar (Plate 14). The battery accommodation
and headquarters depicted on the map is likely to have been incorporated into a building now
used as a public house and social venue for the current holiday park, although little can be
recognised from the plans and much modification appears to have occurred.
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Plate 10. Lavernock Battery, rear of 6-inch gun No.1 emplacement 1984 (Roger JC Thomas)

Plate 11. Lavernock battery rear of No. 1 gun emplacement 2016 (GGAT)
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Plate 12. Rear of No. 2 gun emplacement in 1984 showing elements of the cartridge store (Roger JC
Thomas)

Plate 13. Rear of the No.1 gun emplacement in 2016 showing three of the cartridge store recesses. Note
the breeze block wall shown in the previous plate has been demolished but the rear of the actual gun
emplacement is completely buried by rubbish (GGAT)
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Plate 14. Mounting point for a probable rangefinder for the No. 2 gun emplacement at Lavernock
battery (GGAT).

In summary, extensive remains relating to the Lavernock coastal battery survive but they are in
a damaged and in places overgrown condition (Plate 16). Whilst the emplacements themselves
are relatively intact, the demolition and modifications that have taken place, even since 1984,
have had a detrimental effect on the overall integrity of the site although it is likely that
significant portions of the battery survive buried beneath the ground, particularly magazines
and shell/cartridge stores. Other features of the battery have been incorporated into the current
ground plan of the camp (Plate 15). The Coastal Artillery Search Light (CASL) emplacements
and the generating buildings associated with the battery have been destroyed, although these
are possibly Second World War. A CASL emplacement (02729s) does survive overlooking St
Mary’s Well Bay, almost 600m to the south west of the battery but again is believed to date to
the Second World War.
Overall, the currently visible fabric of the battery probably dates to the pre-First World War
period of its initial construction although the site was probably modified during its lifetime.
Placed into a national context, similar contemporary batteries survive in much better condition
in other parts of the United Kingdom (e.g. at Newhaven Fort). Nevertheless the remains of the
Lavernock coastal battery are the most extensive to survive within Glamorgan and Gwent and
as such are of especial note.
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Plate 15. Access to the lamp room of the No.2 emplacement the doorway at the far end of the view),
covered over and now used as a workshop (GGAT)

Plate 16. Overgrown remains of the No.1 gun emplacement at Lavernock (GGAT)
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Seaward Defence Headquarters, Roundbush Rocks, Cosmeston (CtA14)
The Third Edition OS map of 1920 shows a quadrilateral area of land at the top of the
Roundbush Rocks cliffs and bounded by four War Department boundary stones (Plate 17). The
author’s attention was drawn to the presence of the remains of the Seaward Defence
Headquarters for the area which were recorded by Roger JC Thomas in the 1980s (pers. comm.
2016, Plates 18 and 19). The remains at the time consisted of a series of brick and concrete
structures that included a latrine block, an observation post and shelter, and two concrete
structures of indeterminate use. Red bricks bearing the stamp of the Star Brick Company,
Newport were observed within the construction. A later Royal Observer Corps post was also
present within the area. The observation post and shelter consisted of a bottle shaped
construction, with the shelter at the north and the observation post at the south. It was made of
concrete and had a riveted steel roof. Access to the observation post was gained by two flights
of steps separated by a 'courtyard'. A site visit conducted in 2016 demonstrated that the site was
almost destroyed, with demolished material piled into a mound (Plate 20). The buried remains
of a Cold War era nuclear monitoring bunker were observed (Plate 21) and it is likely that the
bunker beneath survives. Any trace of the First World War era remains has been obscured by
bramble undergrowth.

Plate 17. One of two surviving War Department boundary stones marking the extent of the Roundbush
Rocks site. This one is located at the north east corner of the site (GGAT).
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Plate 18. The original Seaward Defence Headquarters caretakers house and store, Roundbush Rock,
Cosmeston 1984 (RJC Thomas)

Plate 19. Detail of cupboards in Seaward Defence Headquarters, Roundbush Rocks 1984 (RJC Thomas)
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Plate 20. Remains of Seaward Defence Headquarters store 2016. Note the remains of the shelving seen
in 1984. (GGAT)

Plate 21. Remains of the ROC Nuclear Observation bunker, Roundbush Rocks, Cosmeston, abandoned
in the early 1990s (GGAT)
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Nell’s Point Battery, Barry (02018s)
The entrance to Barry Dock was defended by the positioning of a coastal artillery battery on
Nell’s Point, an area of high ground on Barry Island overlooking the dock entrance and the
Bristol Channel (Plate 22).

Plate 22. Entrance to Barry Dock from the former Nell’s Point battery position in Barry. The battery
itself is now completely destroyed (GGAT).

The Nell’s Point battery did not form part of the original mid-Victorian Severn defences,
presumably due to the fact that Barry was not significant as a port until the later Victorian
period. Land was purchased in 1897, and work commenced on construction of a battery of six
4.7 inch guns and associated buildings. However, the Owen report of 1905 recommended their
replacement with a pair of six inch guns, similar to those already present at Penarth and
Lavernock, and work was completed by 1908. During the First World War, an additional gun
position was constructed adjacent to the No. 2 gun emplacement in order to better cover the
dock entrance but the gun was never mounted, as can be seen from the plan of the battery dated
1923 (WO 78/4338). A 13 pounder gun was instead mounted in between the two six inch
emplacements and was used as the ‘examination gun’ i.e. the gun used to fire across a ships
bows in the event it failed to stop for examination by the authorities; this was done primarily to
conserve six inch ammunition. Two searchlight positions (Defence Electric Light or DEL
emplacements) together with generating facilities and a directing station were added during the
First World War, these being located in the south east corner of Nell’s Point to illuminate the
approach to the dock. Older information held by the Historic Environment Record states that
the two DEL emplacements survive but the field visit demonstrated that the No.1 emplacement
has been destroyed, whilst the No.2 emplacement has been incorporated into the base of the
present Coast Watching Service tower. The No.2 emplacement is visible as a heavily rendered
three sided wall provided with a slit observation window in each elevation (Plate 23).
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Internally, the base of the tower is rectangle with an apsidal end (an elongated ‘D’ shape) and is
provided with a rectangular door in the south west elevation, which corresponds with the
entrance position illustrated on the 1923 defence plan (Plates 25 and 26). Originally the DEL
emplacement may have appeared similar to those still extant as part of the Forth defences at
Charles Hill Battery in Fife, Scotland (Plate 24). The Nell’s Point lights would have been
directed by an Electric Light Officer or ELO who was co-located with the battery commander,
within the main battery position. The location of the additional generators for powering the
DEL battery is not shown on any of the plans and it is possible the existing engine house had
the capacity to generate the required electricity.

Plate 23. Probable remains of No. 2 EDL emplacement incorporated into the Nell’s Point coast
watching station (GGAT)

The remains of a Second World War searchlight position (02714s) do survive as low concrete
walls at the south west corner of Nell’s Point. This feature is not shown on the map of the
defences of 1923, hence its likely later date.

Plate 24. Fixed beam searchlight emplacement for Charles Hill Battery, Fife, Scotland. Note similarity
with the Nell’s Point Coast Watching tower base (www.collessie.btck.co.uk)

The vacant six inch emplacement was finally provided with a four inch naval gun in 1940, with
gun houses (covered shelters) being built for all the emplacements. These additions necessitated
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some re-modelling of the Battery Observation Position but the site remained largely unchanged
until 1956 when the site was sold and became part of a holiday camp. The camp was in turn
sold and the remains were destroyed or buried in order to create the modern housing estate that
now covers the entire site, something confirmed by the site visit conducted in January 2016.

Plate 25. Plan of the Nell’s Point battery dated 1923showing the location of the DEL emplacements (NA
WO78/4338/01).

Plate 26. Close-up of the DEL emplacements for Nell’s Point battery. The No.2 emplacement has been
incorporated into the base of the modern coast watching tower (NA WO78/4338/01)
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Mumbles Battery (02243w/96547/LB395)
68pdr battery later adopted for 6 breach loaders. Probably built initially in the 1860’s the First
and Second Edition O.S. maps show a number of buildings within the island. The 1921 map of
the island however is suspiciously blank, which may suggest that military facilities were
present and that the details were to remain secret. The Second World War operation of the
battery is well known but the story of its operation during the First World War is poorly
understood. It is not known for example whether the battery was modernised for before or
during the First World War although this was the case with other batteries such as Nell’s Point
and Lavernock. Little information concerning the battery at Mumbles

Flatholm Island batteries (CtA10)
Flatholm Island, as befits its strategic location within the Bristol Channel possesses remains
from a series of artillery batteries, beginning with the mid-Victorian Moncrieff battery
positions. Each battery has a separate listing but has been assigned a group number for ease of
reference for this project. It was not possible to visit the batteries for the project and the entries
onto the Regional HER focus on the Victorian period of activity as well as the later Second
World War occupation. One of the few sources to mention Flatholm during the First World War
(Barrett 2003) states that the old Victorian forts were not occupied and that no guns were
mounted. More research is required on the occupation of Flatholm during the First World War
as the lack of weapons in the batteries would appear to compromise the defences of the Bristol
Channel.
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Other forms of defence
In addition to the established centres of defence around the strategic ports, evidence has been
found for patrolling of coastal areas and the defence of inland strategic assets.
Blaen y Cwm, Monknash, Cowbridge (05052s)
Blaen y Cwm is a private house situated close to the coast at Monknash. Letters have been
located in the Glamorgan Archives that indicate that the house’s kitchen was used as a guard
house for 20 men guarding the coast in late 1914 (Glamorgan Archives Correspondence
D19/14). The letters were written from the housekeeper, one Mr Buckingham, to the owners of
the house, the Bruce family of Monknash. The letters provide a fascinating level of detail about
the rather informal military presence at Blaen y Cwm. The soldiers were billeted in the house
kitchen in order to provide shelter and tea-making facilities; they appear to have been allowed
to sleep in certain rooms though it does not say which. The door from the kitchen to other parts
of the house could be locked to prevent the soldiers from wandering around. Also from the
letters, it appears the housekeeper received 3 shillings and 4 pence per man (more than army
pay which was set at 1 shilling and 1 pence per day for a Private soldier) to cover the costs of
food and lodging. The men would sleep at St Brides during the day, arriving at Blaen y Cwm at
11.30 in the evening and leaving again at 07.30 in the morning. The picket consisted of two
men by the front gate and eight on the beach, relieved every 2 hours. The Headquarters for the
men was in Cardiff but it is unclear whether this is a reference to HQ Severn Defences in Burt
Street (CtA05) or to Maindy Barracks. Intriguingly, there is a reference to them having to go
and get their rifles from Headquarters, suggesting that initially at least, weapons were in short
supply or that a rather ad hoc system of defence existed. The presence of a telephone in the
house was clearly key to its use as a guard post but Buckingham makes it very clear that only
the officers were allowed in to the library to use it; one of his letters conveys his sense of
annoyance at having been woken up at 02.30 am by a colonel and a coterie of two or three
lieutenants trying to use the phone. They left at 07.30 am having failed to get through, an
indicator of the unreliability of this cutting-edge type of communication in late 1914.
Intriguingly, Buckingham had a conversation with one of the soldiers in which he learned that it
was unlikely that trenches would be dug near Blaen y Cwm but that they would be at Porthcawl
and another location referred to as the Leafs but which has so far eluded identification. Blaen y
Cwm house is intact and stands at the entrance to a small valley that leads down to the beach to
the south west. The property appears as the location of a private telephone subscriber on an
annotated map which divides the coastline into defended sections (Plate 27, Glamorgan
Archives DX789/1) but it is unknown whether the men referred to by Buckingham belonged to
the same unit responsible for the map (Sgt Greyston of 7th Cyclist Battalion The Welsh
Regiment).
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Plate 27. Extract from the annotated OS map belonging to Sgt Greyson. The green dot in the centre
bottom of the picture marks the location of a subscription telephone in Blaen y Cwm house, Monknash.
Responsibility for guarding particular stretches of coast has been divided between platoons, marked in
pencil (Glamorgan Archives DX789/1)
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Wartime sites
Camps
In the context of this report, the term camp is taken to mean a military encampment, set up to
fulfil a specific wartime requirement on a temporary basis. The massive expansion in the
numbers of personnel required for the armed forces, and the army in particular completely
overwhelmed the existing infrastructure for accommodating, feeding and training recruits. The
use of billeting i.e. the provision of food and lodging to soldiers by private citizens in return for
an agreed (and often insufficient) sum of money from the authorities was a traditional stopgap
measure that was extensively used e.g. in Porthcawl and Barry and was never entirely replaced
(see below). However, it was recognised very early on that purpose built encampments would
be required. Much of the following information is paraphrased from a history of the
development of British Army camps from the Victorian period to the present day (ADS 2016).
At the beginning of hostilities there was military accommodation available for 174,800 NCOs
and men nationally, which was inadequate for the needs of the rapidly expanding army. As an
immediate measure the space available for each man was reduced from 600 to 400 cubic feet
and families were evicted from married quarters and put into lodgings. These measures
increased the capacity to 262,000 men, but this was still only a fraction of what was needed.
Orders for prefabricated hut ‘kits’ were issued on August 12 1914 and by the 14th a complete
set of drawings for a hutted camp to hold one battalion had been prepared by a team in the
Directorate of Fortifications and Works under the leadership of one Major Armstrong. The
basic Armstrong hut was 60 feet long by 20 feet wide with an average height of 10 feet, and
accommodated 30 men. Forty huts were provided for each battalion, together with a cookhouse
and dining rooms. The cookhouses, dining rooms and regimental institutions used a 28 foot
span variant of the basic design. At first, the huts were given foundations of brick piers, and
shortages of bricks and bricklayers caused delays; later creosoted wooden piles were used. The
framework of the huts was red fir scantlings, the heavy demands for which caused shortages in
the market and additional difficulties for a task already made hard enough by the necessity for
speed. The cladding was not specified, but corrugated iron was almost certainly the preferred
medium, though local availability of materials would have been the determining factor. The
lining was matchboard and 3 ply; asbestos sheeting was tried at first but found to be too brittle.
The haste in which the camps had to be built meant that some of the essential infrastructures
were not provided, and the lack of roads created such problems with mud that many camps
were cleared in November 1914 and only completed in the spring of 1915.
Selection of the sites was determined by the following principles
1. Availability all year round of open ground for manoeuvres, rifle ranges etc.
2. Preferably gravel or chalk soil, good drainage, an ample water supply either pure or capable
of being purified
3. Good communications; not on a main railway line so as to impede movements, but not far
away from one
4. Materials easily procurable, labour available and preferably existing systems of water,
electricity and sewerage which could be shared
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Guidelines were laid down for the general layout of the camps. A camp for a battalion would
take up an area of some 1,100 feet by 500 feet, the parade ground taking up a space of about
430 feet by 300 feet. The officers’ mess, flanked by officers’ living huts, was to face one side
of the parade ground. On the other side the barrack huts were to be grouped on either side of a
central line of buildings comprising the sergeants’ mess, showers, dining rooms and cookhouse,
the drying room and the regimental institute. Flanking the parade ground were to be the guard
house and offices, horse shelters, tack rooms, forage stores, garages and equipment store. (ADS
2016).
These camps could be enormous, the basic unit being a division of 12 infantry battalions, about
15,000 men including an additional 10% on the standard establishment. However, those located
within Glamorgan and Gwent appear to have been on a much smaller scale, designed to
accommodate at most just over 1000 men or one battalion’s worth of infantry. Nationally, the
majority of the camps were dismantled at the end of the war and the documentation destroyed,
resulting in significant difficulties in identification of sites. It is clear though that by 1921,
when the Barrack Book (the official army accommodation record, suspended presumably on
the grounds that it was virtually impossible to keep track of everything during the war), was
reinstated, very few of these wartime camps remained (ibid.). Those that did survive continued
to be used into the present day (e.g. Bulford and the camps in North Yorkshire that would
coalesce into the modern Catterick Garrison, but none are located within Glamorgan and
Gwent.
However, four temporary camps of the type described above have been identified within
Glamorgan and Gwent.
Buttrills Camp, Barry (05077s)
Buttrills Camp was a hutted military camp initially established as a transit camp as early as
October 1914 in an area of what, at the time was the outskirts of the port of Barry. Later in the
war it became a centre for the treatment and recuperation of wounded soldiers. After the war it
became the Prince of Wales Convalescent Home for ex-soldiers and was run by the Ministry of
Pensions. The camp was built on a recreation ground to the north of Barry dock and on the
Third Edition OS map of 1921, the recreation ground as shown is blank but in the Fourth
Edition O.S. map, a number of regularly laid out hut type structures are present, much more
appropriate for a military encampment. It appears the site was not depicted on the 1921 map, in
common with a number of military sites not included in the Third Edition mapping (e.g.
Mumbles coastal battery and Maindy Barracks in Cardiff. Glamorgan Archives contains a letter
written by Pte Enos Skrine of 3rd Battalion the Welsh Regiment who had carried out police
duties at the camp in 1917. The Camp initially accommodated soldiers from the newly formed
12th (Service) Battalion The Welsh Regiment. They were replaced by 1,100 men from the 4th
Battalion the Kings Shropshire Light Infantry who arrived in Barry on 12th June 1915, the
Welsh Regiment moving to Kinmel Park, North Wales for advanced infantry training. The 3rd
Battalion the Welsh Regiment were in residence by July 1916, when Pte David Davies was
accidentally shot and killed whilst watching a Lewis machine gun demonstration. The last
battalion based at Buttrills prior to the end of the war was 4th Battalion the Lancashire
Fusiliers. Facilities at the camp consisted of a number of wooden huts, each measuring 16 feet
by 15 feet and designed to accommodate 30 men (although in practice they could contain
between 40-50). In November 1915, a new Y.M.C.A. hut was donated to the camp for the
troops’ welfare. It was 75 feet long and could accommodate 400-500 men. (Welsh Newspapers
online 2015). A number of buildings appear to have survived possibly into the late 1940s to be
used by the local population. The author has spoken to one man whose mother squatted in a
former First World War army hut on the site of the camp, along with a number of other families
although the actual date for this occupation is unclear. The huts were subsequently cleared and
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a modern housing estate was constructed.
There are no longer any obvious remains associated with Buttrills Camp although the outline of
the perimeter has been preserved in the street layout of the current Buttrills estate, which is
bounded by North Walk, East Walk, South Walk and West Walk. Brick footings are alleged to
survive in the open area north of the current estate although none were observed on a walkover
survey of the area.
Chepstow Camp (10691g)
A military encampment was constructed in the Bulwark area of Chepstow in 1917 to house the
military component of the workforce (primarily Royal Engineers) employed in the construction
and operation of the National Shipyard in Chepstow (10884g). The camp is first depicted on the
Third Edition OS map of 1921 having been constructed on the site of Fairfield Farm,
immediately west of the Bulwark hill fort. The camp follows an essentially square plan, with a
large number (at least 45 separate structures, 38 of which appear to be interconnected
accommodation blocks, each of which measures almost 40m in length) located in the eastern
half. A further 23 structures which are generally larger, are located in the western half of the
camp. These are likely to include offices, kitchens, entertainment facilities etc. According to
Chepstow Museum, some 6000 Royal Engineers were employed in the construction of the
National Shipyard, a number that would have required significant infrastructure. It is likely that
this encampment was therefore occupied by the Royal Engineers during this phase. Unusually,
the museum of the Royal Engineers does not contain any material concerning the presence of
military units at Chepstow (Adams, person. 2013). None of the original camp structures appear
to have survived, and the site is now occupied by a light industrial park. It is possible however
that sub surface structures such as foundations etc. can still be found beneath the ground.
Vivian Park Camp (CtA01)
A military camp is known to have been located in the Aberavon area of Port Talbot during the
First World War. The only source referring to it is a contemporary newspaper report detailing
the suicide and funeral of a soldier from the camp following the death of two of his sons in the
war. Unusually for a suicide, he was accorded a full military funeral and his case was clearly
regarded with a great deal of compassion by both the authorities and the local population. The
location of the camp is not known with certainty but is likely to have been in the Vivian Park
area of Aberavon.
Porthcawl Camp (07515m)
Porthcawl had been a popular destination for Territorial Force units to carry out their annual
camp training before the First World War. Photographs show lines of tents in various locations
but there are references to Locks Common and Newtown being used (Porthcawl Museum
2015). Such camps would have been held under canvas and would leave little in the way of
physical remains. Porthcawl became the ‘recruiting and equipping’ station for the planned
Welsh Army Corps. Here they received preliminary instruction in Drill and were given their
equipment before being sent to large training establishments outside Glamorgan. Musketry
training was also carried out, almost certainly on the Newton Burrows ranges (see below).The
presence of an actual hutted camp at Porthcawl is unclear as there are numerous requests for
billets i.e. food and lodging in private houses although this may be more a reflection of the
unpreparedness for the number of volunteers. No obvious encampments have been noted on the
Third Edition O.S. map of 1921. The Grid reference given above is for the known camp site on
Locks Common. An aerial photograph of Porthcawl taken in January 1942 shows a military
encampment located just north of Locks Common. It is composed of 37 Nissen type huts set
within an irregular grid of roads (Plate 28). Nothing is shown within the area on the Third
Edition OS map but it is possible that the Second World War camp was making use of an area
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used during the First World War. Certainly Locks Common was used for tented camps prior to
the war and it would be an obvious location to have placed a hutted encampment.

Plate 28. Second World War military encampment in Porthcawl, January 1942. Locks Common is the
open area below the camp. Second World War camps often made use of earlier military sites
(Medmenham Collection.)

Assuming each hut could accommodate 30 men (accepting the fact that not all the huts would
be accommodation), the camp would have been able to accommodate 1110 men, very close to
the paper strength of a First World War infantry battalion (1007 of all ranks). The evidence for
the presence of a First World War camp is circumstantial and unfortunately academic – the site
of the camp has been built over by housing although the modern road layout is exactly as it was
in 1942.
Local sources (Berry 2016 pers. comm.) suggests that the estate of St Clare’s School, Porthcawl
was requisitioned during both the First and Second World Wars although no other evidence
detailing the nature of the occupation has been located.
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Requisitioned buildings and billets
As has been stated above, billeting was widely used to accommodate military personnel during
the early stages of the war as a supplement to the temporary tented and hutted camps coming
into use. As the war progressed and organisation improved, billeting was used more within
towns and cities to accommodate specialists such as headquarters, hospital and transport
personnel. Evidence for this can be seen in the billeting authorisations held in the Gwent
Archives for the accommodation of hospital staff working at the St Woolos, Newport section of
3rd Western General Hospital (Gwent Archives CS WBGN/C/25). By their nature billets were
pre-existing buildings of a domestic nature and although some adaption may have taken place,
and despite the hundreds of instances that billeting must have been used, no archaeological
trace would be visible today.
In the case of St Woolos, it is only the survival of the billeting requisition form that has allowed
identification to take place. Without such direct evidence, nothing further can be said on the
subject.
Recruitment centres
Pre-war, volunteers could visit a local regular army barracks or drill hall in order to enlist. The
massive number of volunteers swamped the existing system and as a result, alternative
locations were utilised. The Kings Head Hotel in Newport, the Mond Buildings in Swansea,
and the City Hall in Cardiff were all locations that were used for recruiting purposes. At a more
local level, police stations such as the Porthcawl police station were used as recruiting stations
ad were places where eager potential recruits could be assessed for suitability. Labour
Exchanges were another location frequently used as recruiting centres.
As with billets, almost any building could have been used for the purpose but would leave little
in the way of an archaeological signature.
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Case studies
Two locations within Glamorgan and Gwent have been assessed as having the potential for
previously unknown remains directly associated with the First World War, these being in
Monmouth and Porthcawl. Both these locations had military connections pre- First World War
and both continued in use into the Second World War and beyond. They are in effect multi
period and contain the potential for archaeological features beyond the scope of this current
report. However, both locations have been researched for their First World War specific
associations with the following results.

PORTHCAWL
On September 19, 1914, at the Queen’s Hall in London, Lloyd George gave a speech later
described as “the finest speech in the history of England” (Welsh Newspapers online 2016). In
it, with no hint of irony, Lloyd George recalled the valiant struggles of the Welsh nation against
successive oppressors before issuing a general call to arms to the leaders of Welsh
organisations to engage fully with the newly declared war. Despite his well-known opposition
to the Boer War of 1899-1902, he roused Welsh leaders to such an extent that two days after
the speech, a conference was held to explore the possibility of forming a Welsh Army Corps.
Despite opposition from the Secretary of State for War, Lord Kitchener, who apparently held a
dim view of the reliability of Welsh soldiers (Barlow 2014), on September 23 1914 it was
formally announced that the Secretary of State for War had sanctioned the formation of a
Welsh Army Corps.
On September 29, 1914, politicians, religious leaders, trades unionists and industrialists were
invited to a conference in the Council Chambers in Cardiff to consider further the formation of
a Welsh Army Corps. The resulting resolution “That Wales, including Monmouthshire, be
constituted a military administrative area for the purpose of recruiting and raising the necessary
men to form a Welsh Army Corps” effectively sanctioned the creation of the Welsh Army
Corps, with a strength of two Divisions (just over 36,000 men), the normal size at the time for a
formation designated as a British Army Corps.
Within South Wales, Porthcawl was selected as the forming-up location for the men and units
that would constitute the Welsh Army Corps before being moved to Kinmel Park Camp in
North Wales for more advanced training. The majority of men who assembled in Porthcawl
would have been infantrymen as the more specialist skills required in a Corps such as artillery,
engineering and medical services, were taught in specific establishments outside Glamorgan
and Gwent, and this is reflected in the units known to have been in residence at Porthcawl all
being infantry battalions. But why was Porthcawl selected for use?
Although Porthcawl has been described as a garrison town (Porthcawl Museum 2015), no
significant permanent regular army presence appears to have existed in the town in the sense
that Brecon or Pembroke constituted garrison towns. Rather Porthcawl was a popular location
for holding military camps prior to the First World War. These camps would typically be held
by militia (later Territorial Force) units for training purposes and would involve the men living
under canvas and conducting collective training that involved fieldcraft, musketry and the
practicing of battlefield tactics. Indeed, Porthcawl was being used as the location of an annual
camp by 3rd Battalion the Royal Welsh Fusiliers when war was declared on 4th August 1914. A
number of other locations for camps within Glamorgan and Gwent have been identified,
specifically Abergavenny and Barry, although other locales may have been used.
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The locations within Porthcawl that are mentioned as sites of the pre-war camps are:
Newton, Nottage Fields, Locks Common (Plate 29), Hopkins Field near Locks Lane and the
grounds of The Rest Home. There is no reason to expect that the same locations were not used
during the actual war. These temporary canvas camps are unlikely to have left little behind in
the way of archaeological evidence unless it is in the form of lost artefacts or similar.

Plate 29. View to the north east across Locks Common, Porthcawl. This was the site of a number of
Territorial Force Annual Camps before the war and may well have been used during the early stages of
the conflict. Tented encampments would leave little trace in this landscape. (GGAT)

Following the Cardiff conference of 29th September, Porthcawl, with its reputation as a town
that could absorb influxes of military units was selected as the forming up location for units
recruited in South Wales that would constitute the nascent Welsh Army Corps and Porthcawl
accommodated thousands of men between February and September 1915. It is clear from
contemporary newspaper accounts however, that little thought had been paid to how the men
would be accommodated.
Such was the volume of enthusiastic recruitment in early 1914 that at Cardiff City Hall on 7th
September 1914 a sub-committee of the Glamorgan Territorial Association held a meeting to
find a solution to the lack of accommodation at the Army depots for all the new recruits,
although it was felt that nothing should be done to ‘check the patriotic eagerness.’ Porthcawl
was suggested for the new central camp, as it had a direct water supply to the ground at West
Farm, Nottage, a rifle range and tent accommodation for 5-7000 men. However, after all
preparations had been made, instructions from the War Office stated that the camp was to be
indefinitely postponed. As a consequence Mr. Thomas, of West Farm, wished the piping to be
removed. This the authorities promptly did at a cost of £11 (Porthcawl Museum 2015).
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The statement that Porthcawl contained sufficient tent accommodation for up to 7,000 troops
suggests a degree of centralisation that would involve the existence of a stores warehouse or
similar although curiously, the location of any such store has yet to be identified despite
research with local the University of the Third Age group., some of whom have been resident in
the town for 60 years. An initial belief that Porthcawl would see the establishment of a more
permanent camp appears to have undergone something of a reverse, and the continuance of
newspaper appeals to locals to provide billets suggest that the initial influx were accommodated
though billeting, with Dan y Graig House and houses in Newton being referenced in one report.
It is equally clear however that by late 1914, there was a certain level of exasperation with the
low billeting rates paid by the War Office, which were acknowledged to be insufficient to meet
the full cost of housing and feeding the men (Porthcawl Museum).
The army seems to have maintained a significant presence in the town well into 1916, and
almost certainly to the end of the war and it is likely that a hutted encampment would have
been constructed as reliance upon billeting for an extended period would simply not have been
feasible. However, despite extensive research and the soliciting of information from local
groups and the Porthcawl Museum, the location of any hutted camp remains something of a
mystery.
A Second World War camp was located in fields immediately north of Newton Burrows rifle
range and platforms for accommodation as well as a few Nissen type huts can be seen in aerial
photographs of the area of 1947. This camp certainly existed in 1941, when the road network
linking the camp was depicted on the Fourth edition OS map. No such network is shown on the
Third Edition map of 1918 but it must be stressed that a number of significant military sites in
South Wales have been omitted from the OS mapping during and just after the First World War.
It would not have been unusual for a Second World War camp to be constructed close to or on
an earlier facility as camps were normally sited for the same sensible reasons but there is no
evidence for the site’s actual use during the First World War and even the Second World War
remains are now located beneath a housing estate.
Newton Burrows rifle range (07494m).
The rifle range is marked on the Third Edition OS map (1921) with firing points marked
between 600yds and 100yds. The range is a typical military gallery range of around 1900 and
could be used for firing from 1000 yards if required. It is probable that the range was
constructed as a replacement for an earlier one located on a north east/south west axis within
Merthyr Mawr Warren and labelled as a ‘Volunteer Rifle Range’ on the First Edition OS map.
An archaeological watching brief was carried out on the range in 2003 when the target frames
were removed for storage by the local authority (Tuck 2003). Research demonstrated that the
range was under construction in 1904 and was operational from 1905. The range is laid out east
-west, with the targets located to the east. The target butts consist of a gallery with a width of
twelve targets (originally eight) contained within a service trench fronted by a mound with a
small structure located at the south end to house range stores etc. The date of the addition of the
extra firing lanes is unknown but indicates that eight lanes was considered inadequate to meet
the training need. The range would certainly have been used for musketry training during the
First World War. A rhomboidal enclosure is depicted approximately 250m west of the 600yd
firing point. This may define an administrative area for troops undergoing dry training (i.e.
without live ammunition) prior to using the ranges but is probably also the location of the 1000
yard firing point.
An additional firing range with separate targets was constructed south of the 600 yard range
during the Second World War and appears to coincide with the appearance of a square
enclosure close to the earlier range and which probably served as an ammunition store, together
with the construction of a rectangular structure adjacent to the 600 yard firing point which is
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likely to have been a troop shelter.
Exactly how the range was used during the First World War is unknown but oblique references
to musketry training are known from contemporary newspaper reports.
Porthcawl practice trench (CtA12)
The first phase rifle range at Newton Burrows survives in a better condition than the later range
and for this reason has been the subject of several episodes of archaeological recording,
including the above mentioned watching brief and a programme of volunteer recording.
Research conducted as part of the First World War scoping report for Glamorgan and Gwent
(Crawford 2014) discovered a documentary reference to the possible construction of trenches at
Porthcawl in the context of providing coastal defence (Glamorgan Archives Correspondence
D19/14). A subsequent walkover survey of the range to locate any trenches identified a
previously unknown crenellated trench (CtA12) close to the 600 yard firing point, hidden by
dense bracken and low scrub (Plate 30).

Plate 30. View to the east of a section of CtA12. The trench runs from the centre bottom to the right side
of the photograph before turning towards the green leafed tree. The difficult nature of the ground is
evident although the feature is much more obvious in reality (GGAT).

The trench was surveyed on 29th January 2016 using a Leica GS08plus Global Positioning
System. Whilst the vegetation was at a low level after the winter, the terrain was still
challenging with brambles and bracken at waist height in places, and making photography of
the features. The trench is approximately 50 metres in length, oriented east/west and located
approximately 40m west of the 600 yard firing point (Figure 1). It consists of four fire bays
constructed in accordance with construction principles found in ‘British Trench Warfare: a
43

GGAT 137: The Call to Arms: South East Wales and the First World War

reference manual 1917-1918’ and in the ‘Manual of Field Works (All arms)’ of 1921. Both ends
of the trench are poorly defined but there is some evidence to suggest that it originally extended
further in both directions. The western end of the trench has been backfilled in one location to
form a crossing point although the trench appears to extend past this backfilling before
becoming obscured. The eastern end of the trench becomes obscure the closer it gets to the
firing point but the orientation does not seem to indicate that it led to the firing point itself. The
trench has an average depth of 500mm but in one section, where there is a suggestion of a
parapet, the trench side is closer to 1.5m in depth. There is some evidence for a parapet on the
south side of the trench, suggesting that it was designed to face that way; there is little evidence
of a parados.
Whilst the form of the trench appears to share design principles with the First World War, it is
possible that it was constructed between the wars or even in the early days of the Second World
War. The clearest photograph of the trench dates to January 1942 from an oblique
reconnaissance photograph held in the Medmenham Collection (Plate 31).
Further recording work by volunteers is on-going and will help to enhance the information
about this feature.

Plate 31. Extract from an aerial photograph of the Newton Burrows rifle range taken on January 31st
1942. This is the only known photograph of the Porthcawl trench (centre of image). There is a
suggestion that the trench originally extended to the right of the photograph, towards the range
building. The square enclosure at the bottom left is believed to be an ammunition store and is likely to
date to the Second World War. (Medmenham Collection M3051)
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Figure 1. GPS survey results for CtA12 superimposed on a map
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MONMOUTH
The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (R Mon RE (M)) is the most senior regiment in the
British Army Reserve (formerly the Territorial Army), being able to trace continuous service
back to 1539. Since the 1850s, the R Mon RE(M) have been established at Monmouth Castle
and have utilised the fields north of the castle as a training area, continuously on Vauxhall
Fields and around Pwllholm Camp since the 1850s. During that time, discrete areas of land
around Monmouth have been utilised for training purposes Royal Monmouthshire Royal
Engineers Pwllholm Camp/Vauxhall Camp and surrounding training area.
Pwllholm Training Area, Monmouth (CtA15)
Research identified the presence of possible archaeological remains associated with the First
World War in three separate locations in the vicinity of the town of Monmouth,
Monmouthshire. These include the remains of a military rifle range in the Rockfield area,
practice trenches at St Dials Farm, south of Monmouth and remains on the military training
area at Pwllholm, Monmouth. All these remains are associated with the activities of the Royal
Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia), a military unit with a long pedigree but which has
been an active part of the army’s engineer capacity since 1877. The following summary details
the results of a site visit conducted at the Pwllholm Training Area on 14 December 2015.
Pwllholm Camp and the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia) (RMRE (M))
The RMRE (M) was founded in 1877 through conversion of the previous infantry unit the
Royal Monmouthshire Light Infantry to engineers. The first season of engineer training was
held at Pwllholm in 1878. Most of the engineer training was done in Annual Camps at Chatham
but as more facilities were built at Monmouth, the requirement for men to be away for
considerable periods (up to 60 days away in some instances) diminished. In the 1880s there was
an increased emphasis on bridge building, and this was possible at Pwllholm, which is bounded
to the north and east by a bend of the River Monnow. Railways too became a militarily
significant feature, with men being trained primarily at Longmoor, Hampshire initially. No. 3
and No. 5 Railway Company were formed in 1902 and this may provide an establishment date
for the engine shed at Pwllholm (see below).
In 1902, new railway equipment was provided, possibly being material left over from the 1885
campaign around Suakin in the Sudan. The locomotive engine in the photograph held by the
regimental museum has been identified as a Standard Gauge 0-4-0ST Manning Wardle shunting
engine manufactured in Leeds (Railway Forum 2016). Two such engines are believed to have
been supplied to General Gordon’s expedition to the Sudan in 1882 although there is no
evidence to link this event with the locomotives at Pwllholm. The photograph was taken in
August 1906 possibly to coincide with a visit to the unit by the Duke of Connaught and
constituted the last significant training activity undertaken as a militia unit prior to introduction
of the Territorial Force and conversion of the regiment to a Special Reserve unit of the
Territorial Force in 1909. The remainder of the companies concentrated on bridging at
Pwllholm.
The railway companies were disbanded in 1919 but it is not clear whether the function was
retained by the Regiment. This appears to have been unlikely as in the 1920s, the RMRE was
re-constituted with four field Squadrons with a role focussed exclusively on bridging although
from 1929 it also included fieldworks and demolitions. All this training activity was probably
carried out in the Pwllholm and Ancre Hill area. It appears the engine shed was retained as a
useful storage area, with some re-modelling occurring to allow for this.
Contemporary newspaper reports (Welsh Newspapers online) details a number of activities
carried out on the Pwllholm area; in September 1901, the Evening Express covered an
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‘Inspection of the Militia’ and listed fieldworks at Pwllholm including “a Boer trench and a
German trench which is temporarily covered with planks to provide complete protection from
shrapnel fire”. This was prior to departure of a detachment leaving for South Africa.
The Evening Express First Edition 8th August covered the 1906 Duke of Connaught visit to the
Regiment. The Duke dined at the Castle the evening before visiting the railway and bridge
building place at Pwllholm before visiting the troops on the drill ground at Vauxhall meadows.
The Evening Express Special Edition 8th August 1906 again concerned the Duke of
Connaught’s visit. He saw a heavy trestle bridge being thrown across the Monnow at a point
100 feet wide (30m) and 11 feet deep (3.3m), with a lighter infantry bridge built across next to
a redoubt. He was also shown rapid plate laying (rail laying?), the erection of a signal post, and
the fixing of turn tables. The day was apparently very hot (the troops were in shirtsleeves) and
engines were running about all day.
Site visit and findings
A site visit was conducted on 14th December 2015 in order to assess the likelihood of survival
of archaeological features from the First World War and other periods. Great assistance was
received from members of the Regiment in facilitating the visit. The aim was not to conduct a
detailed survey but to assess the type and condition of potential remains.
Site location
The Pwllholm Training area is located on the south bank of the River Monnow, where a loop of
the river has enclosed an area measuring approximately 0.10km2 of low lying ground at the foot
of Ancre Hill. The ground consists of a mix of scrub and woodland, with the lower areas being
close to the water table, as evidenced by water filled ditches and pooling. The remains of two
raised railway lines traverse the site, providing the only stable modern transit route for vehicles.
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Figure 2. Second Edition OS map of Pwllholm training area 1901
© Crown copyright and database right (2016). All rights reserved. Welsh Government. Licence number (100017916).
© Hawlfraint y Goron a fraint cronfa ddata (2016). Cedwir pob hawl. Llywodraeth Cymru. Rhif Trwydded (100017916).
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Railway locomotive shed (CtA04)
Two storage buildings are located close to the south east corner of the Training Area.
Examination of First and Second Edition Ordnance Survey mapping demonstrates that this area
was formerly occupied by a series of outbuildings, almost certainly associated with the now
demolished Pwllholm House, which was originally located approximately 100m to the west.
The south easterly building is a metal framed, corrugated iron clad structure, with a red brick
south east gable end (Plates 33 and 34). A set of railway tracks, with a span of 1.55m
(corresponds to Standard Gauge of the time) survives in the floor of the building, running the
full 12.8m internal length of the building, although they are mostly buried by a concrete floor.
The rails terminate at the brick gable end of the shed, where stone slabs have been set into the
ground, possibly as a support for a buffer (Plate 32).
Six cast iron columns (three on each side) that are the main supports for the roof are stamped
“Isca Foundry Company Ltd Newport, Monmouthshire”, a well-known supplier of railway
plant and fittings from at least 1859 up to 1938. The corrugated iron roof is supported by a
combination of iron rods and timber beams that appear to be largely original, although some of
the timbers may have been replaced. The gable end has a single large hangar type entrance, the
door being absent. Tar stains around the inside brick frame of the doorway suggest the presence
at one point of a door frame. An unusual feature of this gable end are the presence of two
‘arrow slit’ type windows, one either side of the doorway (Plate 35). The slits have worn
sandstone lintels and feature bevelled edges facing outwards, a feature that would work more
efficiently in reverse and it is possible that the gable end originally formed the north west end
of a now demolished building, with the bevelled edge originally having been located inside.
Such an arrangement could also explain the presence of a somewhat ornamental buttress
projecting from the shed to the south east. However, modification of the building to its current
form is likely to have taken place some time ago and is likely to be associated with its
conversion to a locomotive engine shed, most likely in the early 20th century.
A more modern looking corrugated iron storage shed is located immediately north west of the
engine shed. Access to the inside was not possible but it is clearly of modern construction.
However, it is built on the same stone platform as the original engine shed. Railway tracks
survive beneath the modern structure, as they can be seen emerging from a concrete ramp
leading to the shed. The platforms had been rendered in concrete, one phase of work being
datable to 2006 thanks to an inscription by 101 HQ Squadron. However, they have an earlier
origin, as re-used masonry and brick can be seen where the render is absent. At least one wellconstructed drain was also noted, suggesting the presence of other features within the platform
(Plate 36).
A number of late 20th century features were noted, including an area for training in the use of
knots and fixings, a building for conducting NBC (Nuclear, Biological, Chemical) warfare
training and an area for the demonstration of culvert construction. This latter area also
contained a section of narrow gauge railway line, with a span of 1m. Whilst having an
appearance of age, it was isolated and probably used for demonstration of engineering
techniques.
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Plate 32. Terminal end of the rail tracks at the south east end of the former engine shed (GGAT).
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Plate 33. North east elevation of the former engine shed. The cladding is modern but the structure's
appearance is consistent with that of contemporary engine sheds (GGAT).

Plate 34. South east gable end of the former engine shed. This is likely to incorporate elements of the
earlier agricultural buildings associated with Pwllholm House (GGAT).
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Plate 35. Detail of the window and phasing of part of the former engine shed (GGAT).

Plate 36. Platform utilising re-used masonry and containing at least one drain. Rail tracks survive
beneath the ramp at the rear of the photograph. The masonry may have come from Pwllholm House
(GGAT).

Remains of Pwllholm House (10296g)
Structural remains consisting of bricks and masonry were located in woodland approximately
50m west of the storage sheds (Plate 37). This corresponds to the location of Pwllholm House,
a residence that stood on the site in the 19th and early 20th centuries (Plate 38). The demolition
date for the property is unknown but it is probable that buried features such as foundations
survive in the area.
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Plate 37. Masonry remains thought to belong to Pwllholm House. The remains of this once substantial
house (see below) are believed to survive beneath the ground (GGAT).

Plate 38. Men of the RMRE (M) at the front of Pwllholm House in 1906 demonstrating the military
railway (RMRE Museum)
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Parallel ditches (01431g)
Two ditches were noted running west/north west from the river towards the centre of the
training area. Both were waterlogged and overgrown with vegetation but were clearly visible.
The southernmost one had been widened and revetted with Hesco bastions to provide a secure
foundation for a section of girder bridge (Plate 39). The bridge is not well maintained and it is
possible that it has been located at the training area for some time. A trackway running parallel
to the river bank crosses both ditches but only the southern one is provided with a culvert to
allow the passage of water. No features of the ditches are datable but the First Edition OS map
of 1882 shows a series of earthworks in the vicinity and it is possible that these ditches relate to
these. It should be noted however that the low lying portion of the training area is close to the
water table and the ditches may be an attempt to drain some of the ground (Plate 41). The same
area contains the remains of two types of culvert and a length of narrow gauge rail track for
training (Plate 40)

Plate 39. Girder Bridge spanning one of the probable historic earthworks on the training area shown on
the 1882 OS map (GGAT).
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Plate 40. Section of narrow gauge railway used as a training aid. Note the examples of culvert
construction in the background (GGAT).
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Plate 41. A waterlogged ditch which is likely to be one of the historic entrenchments noted on the First
Edition OS map of 1882 (GGAT).

River crossing area (CtA09)
In keeping with the Regiment’s role in facilitating obstacle crossing, an area of hard standing is
located on the south bank of the River Monnow for training in river crossing. At the time of the
visit, the site consisted of a level, scrub free area fronting the river bank, with evidence of
plastic corduroy having been laid to provide a better surface. The river bank has been
reinforced at the actual crossing point by concrete and corrugated iron revetting, with evidence
of iron piles surviving in the river bed. The landing area on the opposite bank was not visited
but appeared to have a similar concrete revetment. Comparison of the area with photographs
from 1906 suggest that the crossing point is the same one used historically by the RMRE
although the modern landing appears to have shifted to the east by a few metres.
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Plate 42. Site of the crossing point over the River Monnow. View to north. Compare with the 1906
photograph below (GGAT).

Plate 43. Photograph of the military river crossing point over the Monow River taken in 1906 (RMRE
Museum)

Entrenchments at the foot of Ancre Hill (CtA07)
Examination of the wooded area in the east of the training area revealed the presence of late
20th century entrenchments in the form of a number two man shell scrapes (Plate 48) , one
corrugated iron revetted slit trench (Plate 50) and areas demarcated by logs and mine tape that
had been used to conduct training (Plate 49). Some terracing of the foot of the slope of Ancre
Hill had been carried out (Plate 44), possibly in relation to the preparation of a railway line.
One section of terrace was overlooked by an approximately 25m length of overgrown but
clearly crenellated trench (Plate 45), running parallel to the contour of the slope. It had an
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average width of 1.5m and whilst the sides had fallen in somewhat, they reached a depth of
approximately 1m in places. Such a trench is not datable without further investigation but the
design principle dates to the early 20th Century and the First World War in particular. A
possible parallel trench was located several meters to the south west although no crenellations
were evident. Siting of a trench in this location would keep it well above the water table as well
as providing a view over the river to the north if the trees were absent.

Plate 44. Terracing cut into the foot of Ancre Hill. This was possibly to allow for the laying of railway
tracks. The crenellated trench is located on the higher ground to the left of the photograph (GGAT).

Plate 45. Site of the crenellated trench. The feature is more obvious on the ground than from the
photographs due to the dense undergrowth (GGAT).
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Cast concrete structure at the foot of Ancre Hill (CtA16)
A structure was located at the foot of Ancre Hill measuring 5m x 5m by 1.9m in height (Plate
46). It was made from cast concrete with the ghost of timber shuttering visible as grain marks.
The structure had been set within a terrace in the slope and has a doorway facing the slope,
although there is no sign of any framing. The top of the wall of the structure incorporates rusted
iron pickets, which may originally have supported wire or perhaps a roof. The interior of the
structure is unusually filled with earth around the inside edge, suggesting that the remains of a
collapsed roof could be buried beneath. The original purpose of the structure is unclear but it
may have been a storage area. It is not depicted on any OS map and does not appear on a
military map of the training area dated to 1974 although the structure almost certainly pre-dates
1974.

Plate 46. Cast concrete structure CtA16 at the foot of Ancre Hill. There is an entrance in the opposite
wall, and iron pickets for roofing or wire at the top (GGAT).

Raised road/railway bedding (CtA08)
Two lengths of raised trackway were noted during the site visit although three have been seen
on aerial photographs. The main trackway (Track 1) connects the storage building area to the
river crossing point and would provide a dry route for vehicles across soft ground. A wellconstructed stone culvert with iron reinforcing allowed this trackway to cross one of the
waterlogged ditches (Plate 47). A second trackway (Track 2) was noted branching from Track 1
to follow the contour west along the base of Ancre Hill. Track 2 was poorly maintained, being
overgrown with scrub and cut by a ditch at one point. However, Track 2 could well be the
railway track bed shown in the 1906 photographs and which is also sited at the base of a slope
and suggests that Track 1 probably also originated as a railway track bed, being re-purposed as
a vehicle track later on.
No evidence for the third track seen on aerial photographs (Track 3) was noted during the site
visit although the ground was heavily covered by scrub and brambles in that area.
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Plate 47. Well-constructed culvert for carrying the rail bed across a ditch (GGAT).

Buried Cold War remains (CtA17)
Anecdotal evidence was presented for the presence of buried demonstration fieldworks in the
field immediately adjacent to the north of the modern Vauxhall Camp. During the 1970s and
1980s, a variety of field fortifications were constructed in the field as training aids. Although
they have subsequently been backfilled, it is probable that they would be visible to geophysical
techniques and excavation.
A concrete foundation was noted in the hedgerow at the north east boundary of the same field
(Plate 53). It is close to the location where anecdotally, a number of “bunkers” are believed to
exist, although the area is heavily overgrown, preventing access for inspection. The foundation
could relate to one of two military looking buildings noted on an aerial photograph of 1947. It
may be of note that the same photograph shows what appears to be a trench system at the west
end (CtA18, Plate 56).
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Plate 48. Remains of a two man shell scrape in the wooded area to the west of the training area. A
number of these are present (GGAT).

Plate 49. Intangible remains. Two timbers have been laid to form a briefing area. It is unlikely that such
features would be visible in the long term (GGAT).
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Plate 50. Flooded remains of a fire trench revetted with corrugated iron sheeting (GGAT).
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Plate 51. Material culture 1. A lost military pattern water bottle. This article was in fact made
in Taiwan and is not military issue. In the author's experience, such items were purchased to
replace or supplement the official item, a practice unpopular with the Quartermaster’s
Department as the civilian copies lacked the specialised screw top with its adapter for drinking
whilst wearing a respirator (GGAT).

Plate 52. Material culture 2. Foil packaging for a meal from a ration pack complete with a handy date
(GGAT).
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Plate 53. Foundations for a building located north east of the current Vauxhall Camp. Anecdotal
evidence suggests the presence of other structures in the area. It is likely that the foundations relate to
one of the huts in the photograph below (GGAT).

Conclusion
The Pwllholm training area contains a variety of archaeologically visible features related to the
training activity of the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers dating from the 19th, 20th and
21st centuries. The most obvious remains are those associated with the military railway which
was in operation between the end of the 19th century and 1919. It is probable that the engine
shed and associated stores were remodelled from the existing agricultural buildings belonging
to Pwllholm House, traces of which are likely to survive beneath the current buildings. This remodelling is likely to have occurred in the early 20th century. The dating of earthworks on form
alone is problematic but the stretch of crenellated trench in the wooded area in the east of the
training area bears comparison with First World War defensive earthworks. There is also a
possibility that the remains could be earlier, possibly relating to those known to have been
excavated at the time of the Boer War.
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Plate 54. View to the north from the top of Ancre Hill. Comparison with a 1906 photograph of a
howitzer position suggests that significant fieldwork remains may be located in this area.

Plate 55. Howitzer battery position constructed in 1906 at the top of Ancre Hill (RMRE Museum)
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Plate 56. Extract from an aerial photograph of 1947 showing an apparent entrenchment system (CtA18)
in a field north of the modern Vauxhall Camp. It is not known whether these trenches date from the First
or Second World War and the there are no other references to these features (WAW007088 RCAHM
2015)

The objective of the site visit was to assess the nature and extent of any archaeologically
significant remains within the training area. As has been seen, a number of archaeologically
significant features have been located within the training area as well as a number of potential
features on land that is still owned by the MoD. There is no question that a specific site survey
would reveal more features, as well as recording those that have already been identified in the
initial site survey which in view of the possible threat to the training area from development,
would be a worthwhile exercise.
There is also scope for intrusive investigation of certain features, in particular, the crenellated
trench section, which could provide dating evidence for the feature and which would form part
of the current investigations into possible First World War sites within Glamorgan and Gwent.
The Pwllholm training area has a direct association with the RMRE going back to the 1870s
and it would be remiss if that association’s archaeological legacy were to pass unrecorded.

Vauxhall Camp (09381g)
The original Vauxhall Camp was established for use by the Royal Monmouthshire Royal
Engineers in the early 20th century. The camp is first depicted on the 1920 OS map and shows
a collection of 19 structures located in the centre of Vauxhall Racecourse and immediately
south of the site of the current Vauxhall Camp. A site visit demonstrated that a number of
platforms relating to these structures survive, being of red brick and concrete construction. The
locations of some the surviving structures do not directly relate to those depicted on the Third
Edition map and are possibly later in date that 1921. However, a number of features do relate to
structures shown on the Third Edition map and are likely to be First World War or pre-war in
date. These include a large rectangular platform at the south western boundary of the site
measuring approximately 70m x 11m that corresponds to a large structure seen on the map and
which is possibly a range of classrooms, kitchen and messing area; A ridge of demolition
material including red brick and tile was noted in the hedge line to the south west. Two
platforms to the north east of the camp area also survive partially, each measuring
approximately 9m x 9m. These correspond to structures shown on the Third Edition map but
their function is unknown. The Regimental Museum of the Royal Monmouthshire Royal
Engineers has no records relating to the use of the camp during the First World War and very
little other information survives. The museum does however hold a copy of a map of the camp
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dating to 1972, in which it is shown as having much the same layout as the Third edition map.
Usefully, this map is labelled with the function of each of the buildings and it is possible that
these functions remained unchanged from the First World War period. The buildings include
stores, accommodation buildings, cookhouse, messes and other structures. The map provides
another, very clear example of the continuity of use of military facilities across a wide time
period and therefore perfectly illustrates the multi-period nature of these sites. The camp was
demolished in the later 20th century, being re-placed by the current camp although the land is
still owned by the MoD.
Bombers Field, St Dials Farm, Monmouth

Figure 3 Location of St Dials Farm and trenches within Bombers Field (blue circle)(GGAT)

Bombers Field is a sloping, irregularly shaped field forming part of St Dials Farm,
approximately 1.5km south west of the centre of Monmouth, at NGR SO 49620 11710. The
field is bounded to the north by St Dials Wood, with open fields bordered by hedgerows
forming the remainder of the surrounding area. The ground changes in elevation from
approximately 77m OD in the north east to 42m OD in the south west.
The field is believed to contain a practice trench system dating to the First World War. Evidence
for the presence of practice trenches comes from three sources; the field is known locally as
‘Bombers Field’, almost certainly a reference to military activity. St Dials Farm is mentioned as
the location of practice trenches in the account of an inquest into the death of Sgt Oliver of the
Royal Engineers, who was killed on 11th December 1918 whilst demonstrating explosive
devices. Finally, aerial photography (RCAHMW) has demonstrated the presence within
Bombers Field of two sets of cropmarks which appear similar in form to the traces of First
World War trenches (Figure 5, Plate 57). No other information concerning the trenches has
been located, and not even the curator of the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers museum
holds any information concerning the features.
The trenches at St Dials Farm are currently the only known archaeological feature of its type
within Glamorgan and Gwent although it is probably that other practice trenches were built
during the course of the First World War such as the potential trench at Newton Burrows rifle
range in Porthcawl.
The original project proposal included a programme of geophysical survey of the site using
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both magnetometer and resistivity methods. The aim of the geophysical survey was to map the
nature and extent of the First World War practice trenches. This would provide a better
understanding of the archaeological feature and place them into an appropriate historical and
archaeological context.
A secondary aim of the project was to conduct a field walking exercise over the area of the
trenches in order to identify potential archaeological finds relating to the trenches. The location
of such finds may have allowed spatial analysis to be carried out, providing a more nuanced
understanding of the site.

Figure 4 St Dials Farm trench trace as copied from aerial photographic sources (GGAT)

Unfortunately, poor weather conditions prevented the work from being carried out within the
timescale envisioned. It is hoped the work can be implemented over the summer of 2016 and a
project proposal to this effect has been submitted to Cadw for consideration.
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Plate 57 Aerial photograph of the St Dials Trenches taken in early 2015 (RCAHMW)
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CONCLUSIONS
The following main conclusions have been reached with regard to the current research.
The evidence provided by the presence of the 8th Battalion the Manchester Regiment at
Alexandra Dock, Cardiff and the small garrison at Blaen y Cwm, Monknash suggests there is
likely to have been much military activity that has not left an archaeological trace. Troops at
both these areas made use of pre-existing facilities which would have required little in the way
of adaption for military service and would go unrecognised without the documentary material
as reference. Without such material, the true level of military activity within Glamorgan and
Gwent is unlikely to be ascertained and by extension the identification of sites with potentially
significant connections to the First World War becomes problematic.
Similarly, the temporary wartime camps established within the two counties have largely
disappeared without much trace. The road layout at Bulwark in Chepstow and to a lesser degree
on the Buttrills estate in Barry is perhaps the only visible legacy of the presence of these camps.
For others, such as Vivian Park Camp in Aberavon, and the Porthcawl area, even the original
location of the camps remains unknown and it is clear that local people tend to conflate remains
from both the First and Second World wars. For example there is a collective memory of the
presence of soldiers in Porthcawl but the actual details of their presence, even the time period,
tends to be somewhat obscure (Pers. comm. U3A Group Porthcawl).
One aspect highlighted by the current study is the longevity of the majority of the military sites.
Most military structures are built in locations for good practical reasons which tend not to
change over time. This fact coupled with the fact that the military is an organisation with an
extensive corporate history backed by a government department perhaps noted for its
parsimony, tends to favour long periods in continuous occupation. For such sites, it is perhaps
problematic to look through the relatively arbitrary lens of a specific time frame (1914-1918) as
opposed to taking a more general view of the occupation. Many of the sites examined as part of
the study existed both before and after the First World War, with some continuing in use by the
military to the present day.
The project has established that the survival of visible military archaeological remains directly
attributable to the First World War within Glamorgan and Gwent is minimal. Only one site, the
practice trench at St Dials Farm Monmouth, can be said with any certainty to date to the First
World War. However, it is likely that buried remains associated with military activity do survive
in the form of middens, building foundations and other cut features and would be encountered
in the event of ground disturbance.
For later conflicts, sites sometimes exist as a result of particular technologies or in response to
particular threats. Thus the Coastal Artillery Headquarters at Roundbush Rocks was adapted by
the Royal Observer Corps as a nuclear monitoring bunker, and the anti-aircraft battery at
Lavernock was constructed to combat a particular threat from air attack. The range of sites
engendered within Glamorgan and Gwent specifically by the First World War tend to the
mundane and overwhelmingly consist of temporary accommodation in organized camps
(Vivian Park Camp, Buttrills Camp and Bulwark Camp in Chepstow) and for which there are
less tangible forms of evidence. The dock defence battery at Cardiff may be an exception to this
but as access to the dock was not possible, the extent and provenance of any surviving remains
is unknown.
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There are numerous sites identified for this study that were in use during the period but which
originated prior to the First World War. The earliest extant site appears to be Raglan Barracks in
Newport, begun in 1843 amid the civil unrest of the Chartist period, and in particular in
response to the so called Newport rising of 1839. This was followed by the 1859 Royal
Arsenal, Swansea (now destroyed) and by the substantially intact Maindy Barracks in Cardiff
(1871). These establishments were complemented by numerous militia drill halls such as
Caroline Street and Dock Street (1865), both in Newport, which flourished between the 1860s
and the early 1900s as foci of ‘Volunteer’ militias.
With the exception of the coastal defence batteries defending the Welsh side of the Bristol
Channel, initially constructed amid the anti-French paranoia of the 1860s, there is no sense of a
coordinated pattern of military defence for any of the pre-First World War sites within
Glamorgan and Gwent. Rather the few significant military locations had been chosen for
specific purposes such as suppression of internal dissent (Newport) or simply within population
centers. The Cardwell reforms of the 1880s and the Owen review of the coastal defence of
Britain appear merely to have modernized and rationalized the existing system rather than
developing a new framework for defence within Glamorgan and Gwent. However, the majority
of drill halls located for this study appear in the record in the 1880s and 1890s, being first
depicted cartographically on Second Edition OS maps. It is this group that forms the majority
of extant examples (e.g. Alexandra Road Barry), but which pre-date the First World War and
technically fall outside the remit of the current report.
The creation of the Territorial Force in 1909 again rationalized the army reserve system, and
saw a period of centralization, with older drill halls being closed or re-purposed as can be seen
from the various Swansea ones that were shut, and their units moved to the Central Drill Hall
(formerly the Royal Armoury). A few may have been constructed as a direct result of the
introduction of the Territorial Force such as those that appear first on the Third Edition OS
maps between 1917 and 1921 (e.g. Rhymney and Sirhowy drill halls).
Plans had been drawn up for the local defence of key locations, such as the landward side of the
coastal batteries before the war but the general unpreparedness of Glamorgan and Gwent for
war is exemplified in the early months of the conflict by the introduction of perfectly valid but
rather amateurish patrolling at Blaen y Cwm, Monknash, where they do not appear to have had
rifles on occasion and in scenes reminiscent of the television programme ‘Dad’s Army’, we are
left with the comic image of the Colonel and his coterie struggling to get a message through on
the private subscription telephone whilst the unamused housekeeper looks on. As fascinating as
these insights are, these military responses have left little in the way of archaeological remains
mainly due to their ad hoc nature.
Similarly, it is difficult to gauge the true level of military activity within the counties due to the
frequent use of billeting such as that used initially at Porthcawl (Dan y Graig House), Barry
(various school premesis) and Swansea (David Vaughn’s Lodging house) in the early stages of
the war and which continued to be used to the end of the war and beyond (Springfield House,
Newport). There are likely to have been hundreds, if not thousands of houses used as billets
within Glamorgan and Gwent, with no archeologically visible legacy. The use of existing
facilities, with minor adaptions for use by the military, is also impossible to quantify. The use
of the transit sheds as accommodation by the Manchester Regiment at Cardiff Docks is
certainly not unique and similar arrangements are likely to have been found at all the South
Wales Ports. Yet again however, the archaeological legacy is non-existent due to the transitory
nature of the occupation.
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During the course of the war, temporary hutted camps were established, most notably at
Buttrills in Barry, Vivian Park in Port Talbot, Bulwark in Chepstow and most probably in
Porthcawl. Designed to hold at least 1000 men, it might be expected that some archaeologically
visible remains from these sites survive. However, only the most vestigial evidence survives,
this being the road layout at the modern Buttrills estate and to a lesser extent at Bulwark. The
hutments were never intended to be permanent structures and whilst some were utilized
perhaps as late as the post Second World War period (squatters at Buttrills) no upstanding
structures have survived into the present day.
Glamorgan and Gwent contained no areas used for the mass training of troops such as those
found at Kinmel Park in North Wales and the large facilities on Salisbury Plain. Rather from
the evidence we have, battalion sized groupings were assembled and given basic training in
drill and musketry before being moved to other locations outside the county for advanced
instruction. Of the temporary camps within the counties, there is some evidence to suggest that
Porthcawl was the only site regularly used for basic recruit training, as following the departure
of the newly formed 12th (Service) Battalion of the Welsh Regiment in June 1915, Buttrills
Camp only contained battalions that had already been trained. The curious lack of physical
evidence for the extensive military activity that is known to have taken place at Porthcawl has
been discussed above but nevertheless, the crenellated trench found on the Newton Burrows
rifle range may well be a very rare survivor of the military training regime once undertaken at
the town.
The only other legacy of First World War training to survive in the counties is the trench system
at St Dial’s Farm Monmouth and the remains found on the Pwllholm Camp training area in
Monmouth. Pwllholm is clearly a multi-period site and no dating of specific features is possible
without probable intrusive ground investigation but the St Dials trenches undoubtedly date to
the war, which increases their significance when placed in the context of the current report.
In summary, the physical military legacy specifically relating to the First World War within
Glamorgan and Gwent is largely invisible. This is due primarily to the transitory nature of the
original sites and to a dearth of research in the past which could have recorded such sites prior
to their destruction. What does survive is a number of palimpsests of military usage dating from
the 1840s to the present day, some of which is already subject to legal protection, but much of
which is not and has already been damaged or destroyed. It is hoped that further research will
identify more remains associated with this short but seminal period of Welsh history.
Much of the information generated for this report falls firmly within the historical archaeology
branch of the profession, where written and photographic documents are a primary means of
assessing sites in concert with the physical evidence. The boundaries between ‘history’ and
‘archaeology’ are rather looser than conventionally encountered, particularly for sites where the
only surviving evidence is documentary. However, such a distinction is somewhat artificial, for
no site survives in isolation and were it not for the historical documents, there might be no
record of human activity in that area, with the very real consequence that were a particular site
ever to be excavated or become subject to development, any archaeological remains that are
encountered might easily be dismissed. The author makes no apology for this emphasis on
documentation, even if it only demonstrates the relative absence archaeology; the process still
answers valid questions.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
Monmouth
It is unfortunate that it proved impossible to meet the objectives set out in the original project
proposal. However the work that has been undertaken has established that the survival of
military archaeological remains directly attributable to the First World War is minimal within
Glamorgan and Gwent. There is still a legitimate research value in carrying out the original
work planned for the St Dial’s Trench and the aims and objectives remain the same. It is
recommended that the geophysical survey and trial excavation be carried out at a later date.
The training area at Pwllholm used by the RMRE (M) is being considered as one of the sites to
be sold by the Ministry of Defence and is therefore at some risk of potential development and
consequent loss of the known archaeological resource (Salkeld 2016 Pers. comm.). It is
recommended that a more detailed archaeological survey be carried out to record the military
features which are likely to span three centuries. The Defence Infrastructure Organisation’s
archaeologists have been informed of the potential of the site with regards to archaeological
remains and it is hoped that a recording programme may be undertaken in the future.
Porthcawl
Given the prominence of Porthcawl in the story of South East Wales and the First World War,
the extent of the physical legacy has proved to be particularly disappointing, with only a single
site potentially attributable to the war. The crenellated trench found on Kenfig rifle range may
well date to this period but dating may prove elusive and will be impossible without either
documentary evidence (of which there is apparently none) or intrusive investigation. It is
recommended that in order to answer the question of provenance, an archaeological
investigation be carried out to establish, if possible the construction method employed for the
trench and to recover any datable artefacts.
Lavernock coastal battery
The remains of the Lavernock coastal battery position are damaged to an extent that renders
them incomplete as a site, probably less than 40% of the site remaining in visible form. There
are more complete and better preserved remains of contemporary batteries in other parts of the
United Kingdom. It remains true however that the coastal battery emplacements at Lavernock
Point represent some of the most intact remains within Glamorgan of the system of coastal
defence constructed for the Bristol Channel. It is also apparent that there is some confusion
within the official record of the military remains in the area, with the nearby scheduled heavy
anti-aircraft battery being referred to as the ‘coastal battery’. This confusion may have come
about due to the dual role of two of the guns at the battery allowing them to engage shipping
targets. The current project has resulted in the clarification of this issue and it is recommended
that the HER be updated to reflect this.
Barry Drill Hall on Gladstone Road, Barry (05134s) would appear, externally, to be a well
preserved example of a drill hall created as part of the formation of the Territorial Force in
1909. It is suggested that this building be considered as the subject of a specific building survey
with a view for consideration for Listing. It is currently in use as a funeral director’s and the
extent of internal modifications is unknown.
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GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS
As has been stated, the study was modified as a result of changes in circumstance with regard
to the initial project proposal. The following general recommendations are made based on the
results of this modified study:


Unless concerned with a very specific site closely tied to particular technologies or
events, it must be appreciated that most military sites will be somewhat generic in
nature and the application of a study criteria based on particular conflicts such as ‘First
World War’ ‘Second World War’ etc. can be unhelpful in the interpretation of a site as it
artificially imposes boundaries in usage which do not exist in reality. It is possible that a
more productive approach would be to take a thematic approach to sites that cover the
whole period of their use and occupation. The previous imposition of different time
periods and specific research agendas onto sites has been evident in the research
undertaken for the current study, the clearest example being for coastal defences in
which previous work has been undertaken to examine the Victorian system (e.g. Barrett
(2004) and the Second World War anti-aircraft defences (Barrett 2003 and JonesJenkins 2001) but with little apparent attempt to link the phases and conduct any
synthesis of the results.



The resources required to undertake research from primary documentary sources is
generally underestimated. Significant research time needs to be built into projects where
archival research is expected to comprise the bulk of initial information generated,
perhaps as much as 50% - 60% of the overall project. This can be achieved through the
use of volunteers, as is the case for the current report.



Nothing can be done about adverse weather conditions. The impact upon the initial
project proposal was significant, requiring a rapid re-casting of the project aims and
objectives. If any element of fieldwork is to be undertaken in the future, it may be
advantageous to have a contingency available.
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Appendix A
Gazetteer of sites
ID
409493

Name
NGR
St Dial's Farm
SO49651169
practice trenches,
Monmouth

10739g

Balls Pond Rifle SO26100953
range, Blaenavon

Type
Defence,
practice
trenches

Description
Faint cropmarks show at least two crenellated lines of plough-levelled First
World War practice trenches on a prominent hill to the south-west of
Monmouth. Recorded during RCAHMW aerial reconnaissance on 13th July
2006, image refs: AP_2006_2324-25.T. Driver, RCAHMW, 21st Sept 2000.
Faint crenellated cropmarks can be seen on Google Earth and would appear
to have a length close to 100m. No remains are visible from ground level
although the weather during the field visit was generally very poor. Indirect
confirmation of the presence of the trenches was provided by the Royal
Monmouthshire Royal Engineers in an anecdote concerning a Sgt Oliver.
"George Oliver joined up during the 1914-18 war and served in Gallipoli and
France. He became a Serjeant [sic.] and was based at Monmouth with the
Royal Monmouth Royal Engineers training men in the practice trenches. He
was considered a very experienced man and very capable. Sgt George Oliver
entered the theatre of war on 5th August 1915 as a Sapper and served in
Gallipoli and France. He was awarded the British War and British Victory
medals as well as the 1915 Star. After the armistice he was training soldiers
from the Royal Monmouth Royal Regiment at a series of practice trenches
dug into a field at St. Dials Farm Monmouth. On the 11th December 1918 he
was intending to demonstrate how the enemy might hide explosives with
items that a soldier might move or pick up. He buried a tin of amatol
explosive and attached the detonator to a shovel buried in the earth, with the
handle sticking out of the ground. To the handle he attached a long length of
wire and intended to show how pulling on the wire would move the shovel
and detonate the hidden explosive. When he pulled the wire it broke so he
mended it and approached the shovel and was seen to slightly move the
handle as if to loosen it in the earth. There was an explosion as he did this
and he was found lying in a crater. Part of his face was blown away and he
was taken to Monmouth General Hospital where he died a few hours later.
The field on the farm still has the trenches visible in the crop marks and is
known as locally as "Bombers field" (Royal Monmouthshire Royal
Engineers).
Rifle range This is a group number covering a rifle range complex to the north east of
Blaenavon. It is depicted on the First Edition OS map ping as a Volunteer
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Condition
Near
destroyed

Status
None

Damaged

None
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ID

Name

NGR

Type

309220

Severnside Rifle
Range. May also
be known as
Rogiet ranges

ST47640 86910

Rifle range

67436

Balls Pond range SO26090954
butts, Blaenavon

Rifle range

67435

Balls Pond range SO26100953
bunker,
Blaenavon

Rifle range

67434

Balls Pond range SO25660987
bunker NE of
butts, Blaenavon
Balls Pond range SO25610982
bank SE of Rifle
range, Blaenavon
Hirwaun Firing
SN 94900534
Range, Rhondda
Cynon Taff,
Rhigos

Rifle range

67433

419301

Rifle range

Description
rifle range and appears to have expanded by the time of the Third Edition,
possibly reflecting refurbishment at the time of the First World War.
Rifle range south of Caldicot appearing on the Third Edition OS map of
1921 but not on the previous edition. Probably First World War era or
immediately pre-war. It consists of a firing point at 600 yards with targets
contained within butts near the coast, south east of the 600 yard point. A
small building for range stores is located to the south west of the butts. A
rectangular reservoir appears to have been constructed to the seaward side of
the butts. The Coflein NGR appears to be incorrect. (RCAHMW)
Comprising 2 parallel banks oriented NE-SW and 20m long. On the W side
is a bank 2m high with rubble retaining wall behind, to the top of which
targets were attached. Set back on the E side is a 7m high bank, with part
revetment to the E side. A target butts is visible on the Second Edition OS
but has been expanded by the 1921 map, presumably as a result of the First
World War. The firing points are sighted out to 800 yards. A smaller target
butts, sighted to 100 yards has been constructed NE of the main Butts, either
a small zeroing range or a pistol range (RCAHMW).
A concrete bunker immediately E of the main target (67435). In plan
6x3.5m, 2.5m high. Of concrete block walls and flat reinforced concrete
roof. A doorway is in the S end walls, with window openings in the side
walls (RCAHMW).
Ruined early C20 concrete bunker allowing observation of rifle range.
Concrete block walls survive up to 0.5m high. Plan 6x3.5m Part of
corrugated reinforced concrete roof has survived (RCAHMW).
A bank approximately 20m NE-SW and up to 4m high. Shown on the 1922
OS as 600 yards from the rifle target to the SE (RCAHMW).

Condition

Status

Intact

None

Dameged

None

Damaged

None

Damaged

None

Intact

None

Rifle range A ‘Volunteer Firing Range’ is shown on the OS First Edition six-inch map, Destroyed
described as ‘Firing Range’ on the 25-inch sheet (surveys dated 186772).The range occupied a field located to the immediate south of the old
Heads of the Valleys road (A465) to the west of Hirwaun. Targets (of which
there were three centred at SN94810518) are shown at the south-west end of
the field, slightly uphill from shooting butts the lines of which are shown at
100, 200, 300, 400 and 500 yard intervals to the north-east of the targets.
Former coal workings surrounded the site on the south and west which
impinged on the field on its west side. Field investigation failed to detect any
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ID

Name

NGR

Type

07475w

Aberavon Drill
Hall

SS 76481 90174 Drill hall

07455m

Aberdare Drill
Hall

SO 00391 02600 Drill hall

05134s

Barry Drill Hall,
Gladstone Road,
Barry

ST 11405 67929 Drill hall

Description
traces of the mapped range features. The field has been truncated at its northeast end by the current A465 trunk road which has erased the 500 yard butts.
To the south-west the site of the targets and the 100 yard butts is now
occupied by the Tower Colliery opencast/reclamation area which was in
operation when the site was visited in August 2013; access to confirm the
destruction of those features could not be obtained. The intervening butts
could not be located in dense rush overgrowth. The unevenness of the
ground here together with the pattern of grassland nearby suggests the field
has had coal waste graded over it at some point since the range went out of
use, part of the field being reclaimed and now used for pasture. Before the
time of the OS Second Edition map (1904), however, it is clear that there
had been a change in the way the range was used. The original targets and
butts had been removed - perhaps erased - and new targets created; one some
20-30 yards behind the old ones and another in the south-west corner of the
field at SN95680522, both sites now in the opencast area. As these are
described as ‘old targets’ the range had gone out of use before 1904.
However, it is believed to have come back into use briefly during the First
World War.
According to the 1895 Kelly's Directory, H Company 2nd Volunteer
Battalion The Welsh Regiment was based in a drill hall in Aberavon, with an
armoury located in Richard Street (Drill Hall Project). It is possible that the
Drill Hall was located in a building possibly labelled as a Drill Hall
(somewhat difficult to read) on the First Edition OS map. The label has
disappeared by the Second Edition of the 1880's but the same building is
labelled as a Hall in the Third and 4th Edition maps. The reference to
Richard Street is confusing as there is no such street in Aberavon, although
there is a Prichard Street although it contained only housing. The whole area
appears to have been completely destroyed as it is now occupied by the
Aberavon Shopping Centre.
Drill hall, armoury located in Market Street. No Drill Hall is indicated on
mapping in Market Street but records belonging to The Welsh Regiment
indicate two companies being based at Market Street. The drill hall was
purchased by William Haggar in 1913, who then demolished it in order to
construct a cinema known as the Kosy (Yorke 2011).
Located on Gladstone Road Barry. Rectangular building with curtilage
located on the west side of Gladstone Road, opposite the Theatre Royal
(Third Edition OS 1921). It does not appear on the 1901 OS maps and is
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Condition

Status

Destroyed

None

Destroyed

None

Near intact

None
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ID

Name

NGR

Type

05050s

Barry Island
district Drill
Station

ST 116 667

Drill hall

07465m

Bridgend Drill
Halls

SS 90635 79841 Drill hall

07474w

Drill Shed,
Shelone Road,
Britton Ferry

ST 73720 94239 Drill hall

Description
possibly related to the creation of the Territorial Army in the early 1900s. In
1914 it was the base of C Company 7th (Cyclist) Battalion, The Welsh
Regiment, which had been formed on 1st April 1908. It was also home to 5
Company, the Glamorgan Royal Garrison Artillery (Drill Hall Project). The
building appears to have survived largely intact although it is now in use as a
funeral director's premises. It consists of a red brick building, with Portland
stone quoins and window architecture. Externally, this drill hall would
appear to be a well preserved example of its type and would possibly be a
candidate for listing.
A drill station was located in Barry Island for local volunteers or members of
the Territorial Army. A drill station typically utilised an existing large
building such as a town hall or church hall and is therefore difficult to
specifically identify.
Drill Hall located on Derwen Rd. The Derwen Road Drill Hall is first shown
on the Second Edition OS map of 1901 as two separate rectangular buildings
set back from the road to form a yard. By the time of Third Edition OS map,
the southern structure is labelled as a Picture Theatre (cinema) with the
northern block remaining a drill hall. One hall was built in Both structures
have had smaller square annexes built, projecting forward to Derwen Road.
One drill hall was built in 1892 and the other in 1894. The former was the
home of I Company, 2nd Volunteer Battalion The Welsh Regiment, with the
latter being the HQ and meeting place of No.8 Company, Glamorganshire
Artillery Volunteers (Drill Halls Project 2014), though it is not clear which is
which. The drill hall was sold in 1938 as a new drill hall was nearing
completion. It was finally acquired by council in June 1939 and used as a
storage facility for gas masks. The halls were apparently utilised for
exhibitions until the 1970's but have been demolished and are now the site of
a car park and a public convenience. There is some confusion regarding the
possible presence of a drill hall in "Coity Street", a name that does not
actually exist in Bridgend. However, City Road changes into Derwen Road
after passing beneath a rail bridge and the confusion probably arises from the
presence of two adjacent but administratively separate drill halls.
The Second Edition OS map of 1901 shows two buildings connected by a
single rectangular structure, contained within a curtilage and labelled as a
‘Drill Shed’. The buildings appear to survive substantially intact although
later buildings have been added within the curtilage. Both surviving
elements are brick built; the gable end of the easternmost building, which
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Condition

Status

Not known

None

Destroyed

None

Near intact

None
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ID

Name

NGR

Type

05049s

Drill Hall,
Cadoxton

ST 130 688

Drill hall

07467m

Drill Hall,
Penyrheol,
Caerphilly
Drill Hall 59
Charles Street
Cardiff
Drill Hall, Park
Street, Cardiff

ST 13817 88203 Drill hall

05046s

Drill Hall, 11
Newport Road,
Cardiff

ST 203 776

Drill hall

05045s

Drill Hall, 15
Newport Road,
Cardiff

ST 203 776

Drill hall

05048s

05047s

ST 185 764

Drill hall

ST 17985 76060 Drill hall

Description
fronts the road, contains blocked windows on both floors (4 on the First and
6 on the ground floor), and a later range of buildings has been added to its
south elevation. The other structure, which is narrow and rectangular in plan,
consists of a single storey building with a number of large arched windows
and a single garage type door in its east elevation. A later range has been
added to the south of the building and is in appearance very similar to the
original shed. The hall was the home of Volunteer Engineers, Submarine
Miners, Royal Engineers, Severn Division and 11 Battery, 2nd
Glamorganshire Artillery Volunteers.
Not identified on cartographic sources. A ‘Hall’, now destroyed, is located in
Harvey Street, just off Vere Street on the Third Edition OS map. This may
have been the Drill Hall. Given that there is a substantial drill hall in Barry,
it is unlikely that this is another drill hall. The hall was home to 11 Battery,
2nd Glamorganshire Artillery Volunteers and as detachment of the Volunteer
Engineers Submarine Divers, Royal Engineers, Severn Division. (Drill Halls
Project)
Drill hall first shown on the 4th Edition OS map as a building contained
within a large curtilage in the Penyrheol area of Caerphilly. This is almost
certainly a post World War One drill hall. It has now been destroyed.
One of a series of Cardiff drill halls. Not found on cartographic sources. No
other information concerning this drill hall has been located.

Condition

Status

Not known

None

Destroyed

None

Not known

None

One of a series of drill halls in Cardiff. This Drill Hall first appears on the
Destroyed
Third Edition OS map of 1921 and is shown as a substantial series of
buildings arranged around a courtyard. It is labelled as Headquarters R.E. or
Royal Engineers. Additional buildings were added by the time of the 4th
Edition OS map. Nothing now remains of the complex, as the site lies
beneath the southern end of the Millennium Stadium.
One of a number of drill halls in Cardiff. The location has not been found on Not known
cartographic sources, which is unusual as the drill hall on Newport Road
appears to have been a site chosen for the amalgamation of a number of
territorial Army units, and should therefore be of substantial size. Possibly
the same drill hall as 05045s.
One of a series of drill halls in Cardiff. The location has not been found on Not known
cartographic sources, which is unusual as the drill hall on Newport Road
appears to have been a site chosen for the amalgamation of a number of

None
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ID

Name

NGR

05044s

Drill Hall,
Dumfries Place,
Cardiff

ST 18652 76887 Drill hall

05043s

Drill Hall, 10
ST 185 764
Drill hall
Charles Street,
Cardiff
Drill Hall at West ST 18950 76759 Drill hall
Grove, Roath

05042s

Type

07473w

Drill Hall,
Clydach

SN 69566 01570 Drill hall

05041s

Drill Hall,
Cowbridge
Drill Hall, High
Street, Dowlais

SS 993 747

Drill hall

SO 066 076

Drill hall

07468m

Description
territorial Army units, and should therefore be of substantial size. Possibly
the same drill hall as 05046s.
One of a series of drill halls in Cardiff. First noted on the First Edition OS
map as a ‘Volunteer Drill Hall’. It remains a drill hall throughout the first
four editions of OS mapping. It was the HQ of 2nd Glamorganshire Artillery
Volunteers as well as 11 batteries of the same (Drill Hall Project). Nothing
now remains of the drill hall.
One of a number of drill halls in Cardiff. The location housed 3 Companied
of the Severn Volunteer Division, Royal Engineers, (Sub-marine Miners).
Not located on cartographic sources.
Drill hall at West Grove, Roath. One of a series of drill halls in Cardiff. It
appears first on the 1921 Third Edition OS map as a rectangular building at
the junction of West Grove and Newport Road. It is possible that this
building is the drill halls described as being on Newport Road though this is
not certain, as the addresses given in The Drill Hall Project do not
correspond to this property. It is still shown as a ‘Drill Hall’ on the 4th
edition map. The building has been destroyed, the site now being occupied
by a modern Cardiff University Building (the School of Computer Science
and Informatics).
The drill hall does not appear on maps until the 4th edition OS map,
suggesting it was an inter-war drill hall. It is shown as a rectangular building
with a smaller annexe fronting Capel Road. The Drill Hall Project has it as
the home of G Company the Welsh Regiment (no Battalion number given).
A further source has Clydach as the location of G Company, 6th
(Glamorgan) Battalion The Welsh Regiment in 1914 but it is unclear
whether the drill hall on Capel Road was its location (Welsh Regiment
Volunteer Battalions 1885-1908).The buildings both survive in local
authority ownership as the Capel Road Workshops. The smaller of the two
buildings would appear to be a single storey lodge or administrative
building, whilst the larger one is a single storey range with large garage type
doors. Both buildings appear to be inter-war in architectural style.
Location unknown. Not found on cartographic sources. (Drill Halls Project)

Condition

Status

Destroyed

None

Not known

None

Destroyed

None

Near intact

None

Not known

None

No description available. Not seen on cartographic sources. It is probable
Not known
this drill hall was out of use in 1914 due to the general re-organisation of the
militia into the Territorial Army the apparent consolidation of local units into

None

83

GGAT 137: The Call to Arms: South East Wales and the First World War

ID

Name

07441w

Drill Hall, Lime SS 59057 98588 Drill hall
Street, Gorseinon

07470m

Drill Hall,
Llantrisant
Drill Hall,
Llwynpia

07471m

NGR

Type

ST 047 834

Drill hall

SS 993 934

Drill hall

07472m

Drill Hall, Temple SS 85530 91256 Drill hall
Street, Maesteg

07435w

Drill Hall,
Gallipoli Row,
Margam

SS 77540 88948 Drill hall

07473m

Drill Hall, Old
Drill Hall Road,
Cefn Coed,
Merthyr

SO 03226 08006 Drill hall

Description
a drill hall on Brecon Road, Merthyr Tydfil. (Drill Halls Project)
First shown on the Second Edition OS map of 1901 as a rectangular building
within a curtilage, fronting onto Upper Lime Street. Two smaller buildings
are located immediately west within the same curtilage, which may be
administrative buildings or a lodge for a resident caretaker. H Company, 6th
(Glamorgan) Battalion The Welsh Regiment was located here in 1914.
Nothing remains of the original drill hall.
No description available. Nothing noted on cartographic sources. May have
been out of use by 1914. (Drill Halls Project)
No description available. Not noted on cartographic sources. Llwynpia
possessed a drill station that made use of existing large buildings such as
institute meeting halls, church halls etc. As a result these buildings would be
un-identifiable as having a military role.
First shown as a rectangular building at the junction of Cross Street and
Meadow Street (now known as Temple Street) on the Third Edition OS map
of 1921. It was the location of A Company, 6th (Glamorgan) Battalion The
Welsh Regiment in 1914. There is a strong possibility this building survives
as it is the site of a large Working Men's club but the building is so heavily
rendered that it is impossible to assess whether it is an original structure.
A ‘Volunteer Hall’ is depicted on the First Edition OS map, and is still shown
on the Second Edition map of 1901, labelled as a ‘Drill Hall’. It consisted of
a rectangular building with an annexe to the north east. Unusually, it does
not appear to be contained within its own curtilage and is shown standing on
its own at the north end of Gallipoli Row (a pre-war street name). The drill
hall was home to A and G Companies, 2nd Battalion the Welsh Regiment
(Drill Halls Project) but it is unclear whether it was used during the war as
by the time of the 1921 OS ma, it is labelled as a picture theatre i.e. a
cinema. The building is still extant but has been heavily modified and now
serves as the Taibach Nursing home.
One of a number of drill halls in Merthyr and district. First depicted on the
Third Edition OS map of 1921 as a rectangular building fronting onto what
is now known as Old Drill Hall Road. The Drill Hall Project gives this as the
location of G and H Companies of 5th battalion The Welsh Regiment,
although this conflicts with a secondary source placing their location at
Brecon Road, Merthyr. A single storey stone building now stands on the site
and it is likely that this is, in fact the actual drill hall. The slightly pointed,
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ID

Name

07475m

Drill
Hall/armoury 4
Wellington Street,
Merthyr Tydfil
Drill Hall, Cottage
Hospital, Dowlais

07486m

07493m

Drill Hall, Brecon
Road, Merthyr

07031m

Drill Hall,
Merthyr Vale

07434w

Drill Hall,
Morriston,
Swansea

NGR

Type

Description
arched windows have red brick surrounds and a single garage type door is
located in the north west elevation. The building is currently used as a
community centre.
SO 048 060
Regimental HQ and armoury of the local volunteer units prior to the re-organisation into
Headquarte the Territorial Force in 1908. Not noted on cartographic sources. The entire
rs
area has been destroyed by 20th century re-development and nothing
remains of the Drill Hall.
SO 06785 07744 Drill hall The Hospital is depicted on the First Edition OS. According to The Drill Hall
Project, it was used as the Headquarters for A and B Companies, 3rd
Battalion The Welsh Regiment. The 3rd Battalion was formed into the 5th
Battalion The Welsh Regiment of the new Territorial Force in 1908 and the
companies were re-designated as G and H Company, moving to the drill hall
on Brecon Road, Merthyr. It is likely the Cottage Hospital was out of use by
the TA by 1914.
SO 04942 66488 Drill hall Kelly's Directory for Merthyr 1895, records: 'The Drill Hall, in Brecon
Road, built by public subscription in 1866, at a cost of £2,000, is the
headquarters of the 3rd (Glamorganshire) Volunteer Battalion. Welsh
Regiment, (H, I & K Companies), which now numbers 293 officers and
men. 'and also:'3rd Volunteer Battalion, Welsh Regiment, headquarters of H,
I & K companies, Drill hall, Brecon road; armoury, 4, Wellington street.' The
drill hall is first depicted on First Edition OS map s as a large rectangular
building set slightly back from what became Pont Morlais Road, at the
southern end of Brecon Road. By 1914 it was the home of G and H
Companies 5th Battalion The Welsh Regiment. The building remains
standing, albeit in an overgrown and damaged condition, and it appears
derelict at present.
St 07398 99790 Drill hall Rectangular building shown on the Second Edition OS map. It appears to
have gone out of use by the time of the Third Edition as it is referred to as a
club. In 1906 it was home to L Company 3rd Volunteer Battalion The Welsh
regiment but was almost certainly vacated when the 3rd Battalion was reorganised in 1908. The building survives as a stone built structure with red
brick door and window surrounds. It is currently used as a social club.
SS 667 979
Drill hall No description available. Not noted on cartographic sources. Morriston had a
drill station for E Company, 6th Battalion the Welsh Regiment and the
Ammunition Column of the 1st Welsh (H) Brigade, Royal Field Artillery. A
Drill station made use of an existing large building such as an institute
meeting hall or church hall. As such it is impossible to distinguish a military
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None
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ID

Name

NGR

07495m

Drill Hall,
Dyffryn Road,
Mountain Ash

ST 04659 99550 Drill hall

07371w

Drill Hall, Quay
Road, Neath

SS 75011 97740 Drill hall

07496m

Drill Hall, Nelson ST 113 955

07506m

Drill Hall, 5
ST 074 984
Drill hall
Ceridwen Terrace,
Trallwn,
Pontypridd
Drill Hall, Forge SS 76899 90170 Drill hall
Road, Port Talbot

07429w

Type

Drill hall

Description
role from cartographic sources.
A drill hall first appearing on the Second Edition OS map of 1901. Papers
held by the Glamorgan Archives show that a Hall, Armoury and Sergeant's
House were in existence in 1888. The Drill Hall was substantially renovated
in 1911, receiving grates, reinforced steel joists and a 'vulcanite' roof. The
documents reveal that the drill hall had a sliding partition, wood block
flooring, an outside urinal, both lighting and gas and mentions glazed bricks
to the end of a proposed Range. The building appears on mapping as a large
rectangular building contained within a curtilage fronting onto Dyffryn
Road. In 1914 it was home to C and D Company 5th Battalion the Welsh
Regiment. The building appears to be intact although covered in a modern
concrete pebbledash render. It consists of a large rectangular range with an
unusual three gable extension projecting towards Dyffryn Road. The
entrance into the building is on the left side of the modern extension and
appears to be in the same location as a smaller extension shown on Third
Edition OS map ping. The building has clearly been modified since 1921 but
significant portions of the original may survive beneath the renders. It is
currently used as a Citizen's Advice Bureau.
No description available. Not noted on cartographic sources. By 1914, a new
drill hall had been constructed in Rugby Terrace, Neath. The site was home
to 2nd Glamorgan (H) Battery, 1st Welsh (H) Brigade Royal Field Artillery
as well as G Company 6th Battalion the Welsh Regiment and F Company
7th Battalion the Welsh Regiment. It also served as the Drill station of A
Squadron the Glamorgan Yeomanry (Drill Halls Project).
No description available. Not seen on cartographic sources. A drill station
made use of an existing large building such as an institute meeting hall or
church hall. As such it is impossible to distinguish a military role from
cartographic sources. It was home to D Squadron the Glamorgan Yeomanry.
No description available. No drill hall is shown for this location on any of
the available cartographic sources. It is possible, though unlikely that
meetings were held in a private house. No other information has been found
concerning this location (Drill Halls Project).
A large Drill Hall and associated buildings first depicted on the Third
Edition OS map of 1921. On the map it consists of a large, 'L' shaped
building contained within a curtilage with at least four rectangular ancillary
buildings placed around the edge of the courtyard/drill square. The main
building is reputed to have been capable of holding 1000 people. In 1914 it
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ID

Name

NGR

Type

07507m

Drill Hall,
Porthcawl

SS 818 770

Drill hall

07268w

Drill Hall,
Reynoldstown

SS 480 900

Drill hall

07432w

Drill Hall, Park
Road, Swansea

SS 58609 98587 Drill hall

07422w

7 Rutland Street,
Swansea

SS 656 928

Drill hall

07477w

Drill Hall, Neath

SS 65 93

Drill hall

Description
was home to H Company 7th (Cyclist) Battalion the Welsh Regiment but
was also home prior to the war of the HQ, Battery and ammunition column
of the Glamorganshire Royal Horse Artillery and A Squadron the
Glamorganshire Yeomanry (Drill Halls Project). The main building has been
demolished and replaced with a modern housing estate but the red brick
ancillary buildings are still upstanding, although they appear to have been
given new roofs and windows.
No description available. Not seen on cartographic sources. It was home to
the drill station of B Squadron the Glamorgan Yeomanry (Drill Halls
Project). A drill station made use of an existing large building such as an
institute meeting hall or church hall. It is therefore impossible to distinguish
a military role from cartographic sources. It is unusual that Porthcawl did not
possess its own dedicated drill hall, given the strong association it had with
the pre-war Territorial Force and Volunteer units previous to that.
No description available. Not noted on cartographic sources. It was the drill
station for A Squadron Glamorgan Yeomanry. A drill station made use of an
existing large building such as an institute meeting hall or church hall.
Therefore it is impossible to distinguish a military role from cartographic
sources.
This drill hall is actually in Gorseinon and appears first on the 4th edition
OS map which dates the drill hall to the inter-war period. It is shown as
rectangular building set within a curtilage fronting onto Park Street. The
building is still upstanding although it appears much modified and has been
turned into private housing. Architectural clues as to its date may be seen in
the projecting brick buttresses found at either end of the building. It is
possible that a small building shown immediately south of the drill hall on
the map was a dwelling for the drill hall's care taker. A small bungalow
stands on the site at present.
One of a number of drill halls in Swansea. Rutland Street was close to St
Mary's Church but was destroyed by a combination of Second World War
bombing and by the construction of the St David's Centre. It was home to
South Wales Mounted Brigade Company Army Service Corps, HQ A, B, C
Sections 3rd Welsh Field Ambulance RAMC, and A Squadron
Glamorganshire Yeomanry (Drill Halls Project). No drill hall is visible on
cartographic sources, which is unusual for a collection of units of the size
listed in the Drill Hall Project.
One of a number of drill halls in Swansea (Drill Halls Project). Nothing
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ID
07417w

Name
NGR
Road, Swansea
Singleton Street SS 652 928
Drill Hall,
Swansea aka The
Prince of Wales
Hall

Type
Drill hall

07416w

Drill Hall, Hafod, SS 66024 94897 Drill hall
Swansea

07415w

Drill
SS 65035 92574 Drill hall
Hall/armoury,
Royal Arsenal,
Glamorgan Street,
Swansea

07412w

Drill Hall,
Swansea Castle,
Swansea

07508m

Drill Hall, School SO 15456 00105 Drill hall
Street,
Aberbargoed

SS 65723 93061 Drill hall

Description
visible on cartographic sources. Little else has been found regarding this site.
One of a number of drill halls in Swansea. The drill hall was demolished in
1897 to make way for the Grand Theatre. The drill hall was home for 7
Companies and the HQ element of 3rd (Glamorgan) Volunteers, The Welsh
Regiment in 1895 (Drill Halls Project). By 1906 they had moved to St.
Helen's Road Swansea, before moving to a Drill Hall in Richardson Street,
in which they were located in 1914. The Singleton Street drill hall was
clearly out of use by 1914.
One of a number of drill halls in Swansea. This was a rectangular building
first shown on the Second Edition OS map of 1901. It was again depicted on
the Third Edition labelled as a ‘Drill Hall’. K and L Companies 3rd
(Glamorgan) Volunteer Rifle Corps were based here in 1906 but are likely to
have moved to Richardson Street on re-organisation into the Territorial Army
in 1908 (Drill Halls Project). Elements of the building may survive in a
heavily modified form in the guise of a garage.
One of a number of drill halls in Swansea. Shown as the Royal Arsenal on
First and Second Edition OS map s, it was shown having expanded and renamed as the Central Drill Hall on the Third Edition map of 1921.
Richardson Road is located immediately north, resulting in confusion over
the number of Swansea drill halls. The site is still used as an Army Reserves
centre although the buildings have been completely rebuilt. The original
structures consist of ranges of buildings around a central courtyard. A large
rectangular drill hall had been constructed in the courtyard by the time of the
1921 map, almost certainly to accommodate the outlying volunteer units
upon re-organisation into the territorial Army in 1908. In 1914 it was the HQ
and home of B, C and D Companies 6th (Glamorgan) Battalion The Welsh
Regiment (Drill Halls Project).
The site was used as the HQ of 1st Glamorganshire Artillery Volunteers prior
to the formation of the Territorial Army (Drill Halls Project). The drill hall
is depicted on an 1877 Ordnance Survey map as occupying the medieval hall
in the south section of the castle buildings (Morris 2004). It is likely it was
no longer used after the general re-location of Swansea based units to the
Central Drill Hall prior to the First World War.
Rectangular building with curtilage shown on the 1921 OS map. Believed to
be the drill station of F Company, 1st Battalion Monmouthshire Regiment
(Drill Halls Project). The building has been demolished and the site now
forms part of a school playground.
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ID
07509m

Name
Drill Hall,
Abercarn

NGR
Type
ST 21680 93835 Drill hall

10737g

Drill Hall, Baker
Street,
Abergavenny

SO 29752 14355 Drill hall

10736g

Drill Hall, Cwm
Cottage Road,
Abertillery

SO 22044 03704 Drill hall

10735g

Drill Hall, Bettws SO 2978 1930

07510m

Drill Hall,
Blackwood

Drill hall

ST 17430 97572 Drill hall

Description
A drill hall consisting of two rectangular buildings within a curtilage located
in the Ebbw Valley, between Cwm Carn and Abercarn, and shown on the
1921 OS map. A photograph of the drill hall exists which appears to differ
from the plan shown on the map but it is possible that the building was
modified between the taking of the photograph and the production of the OS
mapping. The drill hall was the Headquarters of 2nd Battalion the
Monmouthshire Regiment. The drill hall was the site of the murder by Sgt
John Breeze of three of his children on 2nd January 1926. Sgt Breeze was
the caretaker of the drill hall and had served throughout the First World War.
It is highly likely that Sgt Breeze was suffering from some kind of PostTraumatic Stress Disorder, as evidenced by the trial testimony (Underwood,
T.,2005, Great War forum 2013, Drill Halls Project)
A large rhomboidal building first appearing on the Second Edition OS map.
Built in 1895, the building is still extant and is of mixed red brick and rough
faced stone construction. Some of the exterior brickwork has WW2 graffiti
carved onto it. It is currently used as a cinema. In 1914, it was home to the
HQ of 3rd Battalion The Monmouthshire Regiment (Drill Halls Project).
Irregular rectangular building and curtilage first seen on the Third Edition
OS map of 1921. The building is extant though they have modern extensions
to the south east, and currently houses a unit of the Army Reserves. It
originally housed E and F Company of 3rd Battalion the Monmouthshire
Regiment (Drill Halls Project) and the entrance bears the title of the battalion
carved into the archway above. Part of the original range appears to be a
dwelling for the caretaker and appears to still be in use as such.
No description available. Nothing noted on cartographic sources for Bettws
near Abergavenny. Although included in the entries for Monmouthshire by
the Drill Halls Project, it is highly likely that this entry refers to a drill
station in Bettws Montgomeryshire, as the station was home to C Sqn
Montgomeryshire Yeomanry. A drill station made use of an existing large
building such as an institute meeting hall or church hall. It is therefore
impossible to distinguish a military role from cartographic sources.
Rectangular building contained within a curtilage appearing initially on the
First Edition OS map as a school. It was labelled as a ‘Drill Hall’ on the
Second Edition but although it was still present by the Third Edition, it was
no longer labelled as a drill hall. However, the building is extant and is
currently used by Army Cadets. The building itself is heavily rendered in
pebbledash concrete. The badge of the Monmouthshire regiment is displayed
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ID

Name

NGR

10734g

Drill Hall, Upper SO 25144 09116 Drill hall
Waun Street,
Blaenavon

10733g

Drill Hall, Blaina SO 19800 07988 Drill hall

10732g

Drill Hall, Lower SO 19241 11953 Drill hall
Bailey Street,
Brynmawr

10665g

Drill Hall,
Caerleon

31959

Drill Hall, Lower ST53669415

ST 339 907

Type

Drill hall

Drill hall

Description
above the entrance but it is unclear if this is an original feature. In 1914 it
was home to part of 1st Battalion the Monmouthshire Regiment.
The drill hall in Upper Waun Street is first depicted on the Third Edition OS
map of 1921 and is likely to have been one of the Drill Halls built to house
the newly constituted Territorial Army around 1908. It is shown as a
rectangular building set within a curtilage. The site is occupied by Army
Cadets but the extant buildings do not conform to the ground plan seen on
OS mapping for the original drill hall. It is likely that the original structure
has been largely destroyed. A somewhat out of place detached house stands
at the north east corner of the site and may be all that is left of the original
building. In 1914 it was home to E company, 2nd Battalion the
Monmouthshire Regiment (Drill Halls Project). There was allegedly an
armoury in High Street, Blaenavon but its location cannot be identified from
the cartographic sources. Volunteers from this drill hall almost certainly
made use of the Balls Pond range complex over an extended period of time.
A rectangular building set within a curtilage and first depicted on the Third
Edition OS map of 1921. The building is extant although a modern extension
has been built at the north gable end. A smaller rectangular building in
located immediately south west of the drill hall with architectural details
showing it to be of probable inter war military construction. In 1914 it
probably housed an element of 3rd Battalion The Monmouthshire Regiment.
Kelly's Directory for 1914 also gives the Queen's Hotel in Blaina as the
location for a Territorial Force presence (Drill Halls Project).
Rectangular building first seen on the Second Edition OS map of 1901. It is
shown as a rectangular building set within a curtilage. Minor modification is
shown by the time of the Third Edition map of 1921. The buildings are
largely extant although they appear modified and are currently in use as a
clinic. A later rectangular building fronting onto Lower Bailey Street would
appear to be inter-war in origin. There was allegedly an armoury on King
Edward Road though its location cannot be identified from cartographic
sources.
A drill station utilising a public building. No description available. It was the
drill station of A Company, 1st Battalion the Monmouthshire Regiment
(Drill Halls Project). A drill station made use of an existing large building
such as an institute meeting hall or church hall. It is therefore impossible to
distinguish a military role from cartographic sources.
One of several drill halls in Chepstow. Consists of a rectangular stone built
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ID

Name
Church Street,
Chepstow

NGR

Type

10730g

Drill Hall, Bank
Buildings,
Chepstow

ST 53363 93890 Drill hall

10611g

Drill Hall, Market ST 533 935
House Station,
Chepstow

Drill hall

07511m

Drill Hall,
Crumlin

ST 212 983

Drill hall

10728g

Drill Hall,
Cwmbran

ST 278 947

Drill hall

10852g

Drill Hall,
SO 16879 09180 Drill hall
Alexandra Street,
Victoria, EbbwVale

Description
building with red brick detail. It had two small extensions projecting from
the south west elevation. Memorial plaque outside commemorates WW1
soldiers of E Company, 1st Battalion the Monmouthshire Regiment who
paraded outside the building on 6th August 1914 prior to setting off for the
war. A miniature rifle range is shown on the Third Edition map immediately
south west of the drill hall but it is unknown if this was an open air feature or
underground; the area is now covered by housing. (Drill Halls Project)
One of several drill halls in Chepstow. Several sources place a drill station in
the Bank Buildings in Chepstow though there is no cartographic label to
support this. It is probable that any such function was moved to the drill hall
in Lower Church Street before the outbreak of the First World War. The
Bank Buildings were demolished in the 1960's.
One of several drill halls in Chepstow. Almost certainly a 19th century
meeting place for a local militia unit although the exact location of the
building is unknown. It is likely to have gone out of use for military
purposed before the outbreak of the First World War (The Drill Halls
Project).
No description available. Not noted on cartographic sources. According to
Kelly's Directory, it was the home of H Company, 2nd Battalion the
Monmouthshire Regiment in 1914 (Drill Halls Project).
No description available. Home to C Company 3rd Battalion the
Monmouthshire Regiment and B Section 1st Welsh Field Ambulance in
1914. Not identified on cartographic sources.
No description available. There were originally two drill halls on Alexandra
Street, as shown on the Third Edition OS map . Both were in separate blocks
divided by Holland Street. The drill hall to the west of Holland Street was an
irregular 'L' shaped building contained within a curtilage together with a
number of ancillary buildings. This drill hall has been entirely demolished
and replaced with a modern block of flats. The drill hall to the east of
Holland Street had an irregular rectangle plan with ancillary buildings but
within a smaller curtilage. This building appears to be largely intact though
modified, and currently serves as a Royal Mail Sorting Office. The building
is red brick built with occasional Portland type stone details (lintel over the
door etc.) The Alexandra Street drill halls were home to the HQ, A and B
Sections of the 1st Welsh Field Ambulance RAMC. B Company 3rd
Battalion the Monmouthshire Regiment was also based here. (Drill Halls
Project) It is probable that elements of 3rd Battalion The South Wales
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ID

Name

NGR

Type

10713g

Drill Hall,
Gardiffaith

SO 268 036

Drill hall

10712g

Drill Hall, Goytre SO 324 050

Drill hall

10711g

Drill Hall,
Griffithstown

ST 29329 98764 Drill hall

10710g

Drill Hall, Itton
Court

ST 493 954

10671g

Drill Hall,
Meadow Street,
Llanhilleth

SO 21691 00654 Drill hall

10670g

Drill Hall, 85
Monnow Street,
Monmouth

SO 50507 12673 Drill hall

Drill hall

Description
Borderers were also based in the drill halls. More research is required on
these two unusual drill halls.
No description available. This was likely to be a drill station of B Company
3rd Volunteer South Wales Borderers (Drill Halls Project). A drill station
made use of an existing large building such as an institute meeting hall or
church hall. It is therefore impossible to distinguish a military role from
cartographic sources.
No description available. The location for a drill station for A Company, 2nd
Battalion the Monmouthshire Regiment (Drill Halls Project). Nothing noted
on cartographic sources. A drill station made use of an existing large
building such as an institute meeting hall or church hall. It is therefore
impossible to distinguish a military role from cartographic sources.
A drill hall stood on this location as depicted on the First Edition OS map of
1886. By the time of the 1901 Second Edition map, the site consisted of a
rectangular drill hall contained within a sizable curtilage that also contains
ancillary buildings, one of which is, unusually, labelled as a 'Gun Shed'. The
gun shed is a rectangular building of almost the same size as the drill hall.
This drill hall was home in 1914 to 3rd Monmouth Battery and HQ, 4th
Welsh Brigade Royal Field Artillery (Drill Halls Project). The drill hall and
gun shed have been completely demolished, although a portion of the site
now contains a modern brick built hut used by Army Cadets.
No description available. This was the location of a drill station used by E
Company, 1st Monmouthshire Regiment (Drill Halls Project). Nothing noted
on cartographic sources. A drill station made use of an existing large
building such as an institute meeting hall or church hall. It is therefore
impossible to distinguish a military role from cartographic sources. It is
possible that one of the buildings at the Itton Court House complex was used
for meetings.
Rectangular drill hall located on the north bank of the Ebbw River at the east
end of Meadow Street. It was home to F company 2nd Battalion the
Monmouthshire Regiment (Drill Halls Project). The drill hall was
demolished sometime after 2001 and the site is now used as a car park.
Rectangular building first appearing on the Second Edition OS map of 1901.
It is set back from the front of Monnow Street within its own curtilage but
does not appear to have had any ancillary buildings. It is depicted on the 4th
edition map. The drill hall has been demolished and the site is now occupied
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Name

NGR

10669g

Drill Hall, Lime
Street, Newport

ST 31173 86671 Drill hall

10668g

Drill Hall,
Artillery Place,
Newport

ST 31349 88401 Drill hall

10354g

Drill Hall, 13
Stow Hill,
Newport
Drill Hall,
Caroline Street,
Newport

ST 31067 88001 Drill hall

05181g/21290

Type

ST 31423 87745 Drill hall

Description
by a supermarket. It was the home of C Company 4th Volunteer Battalion
the South Wales Borderers and was the drill station of G Company 2nd
Battalion The Monmouthshire Regiment and C Squadron Royal
Gloucestershire Hussars (Drill Halls Project).
One of a number of drill halls in Newport. First shown on the Third Edition
OS map of 1921. It consisted of a square building contained within a
curtilage with a small number of ancillary buildings. It was home to the 1st
Monmouthire Battery, and the 4th Welsh Ammunition Column, probably
part of 4th Welsh Brigade Royal Field Artillery (Drill Halls Project). The
drill hall has been completely demolished and the site is now occupied by
housing.
One of a number of drill halls in Newport. It is depicted on the Second
Edition OS map of 1901 at the junction of Clarence Place and Rodney
Parade. It is shown as a square building with possible ancillary buildings
fronting onto a newly constructed road, known as Artillery Place. This road
went out of use in 2007. The building housed the Monmouthshire (1st)
Artillery Volunteers (Drill Halls Project) and was probably short lived as a
drill hall as it is not labelled as one on either the Third or Fourth edition OS
maps. Both the buildings and indeed the Artillery Place road itself have been
destroyed, with the drill hall being destroyed sometime after 2004.
This drill hall is likely to be the same one as The Royal Albert Hall
(10715g).

Condition

Status

Destroyed

None

Destroyed

None

Not known

None

One of a number of drill halls in Newport. A drill hall first shown on the
Intact
First Edition OS map as a ‘Volunteer Drill Hall’. It originally consisted of a
rectangular building with ancillary structures on the corner of Caroline Street
and Dock Street. The current building was constructed in 1902 on the same
site and retained the same footprint, resulting in a square appearance in plan.
The building is still extant, being stone built with Portland stone details. The
Listing text is as follows: ‘Castellated drill hall. Three storeys. Grey-brown
rubble with bathstone dressings (painted), hipped slate roof. Central arch
(now glazed) flanked by turrets which run up to flank dormer with shaped
gable and mullioned window; oriel window at second floor level. To each
side, on 3 storeys, 3-light mullion and transom window. Ends have semicircular castellated turrets; small windows which step upwards in L (stair)
turret. Return to Caroline Street has 2 tall windows to front block; rear block
of 2 windows with hipped slate roof. Similar return to Cross Lane, but front
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ID

Name

NGR

Type

10731g

Drill Hall,
Caroline Street,
Newport

St 314 877

Drill hall

10667g

Drill Hall, 103
ST 317 893
Drill hall
Caerleon Road,
Newport
Albert Hall, Stow ST 31067 88001 Drill hall
Hill, Newport

10715g

10666g

Drill Hall, Dock
Street, Newport

ST 31519 8792

Drill hall

10664g

Drill Hall,
Pontymoile
Tinplate Works
Drill Hall,
Osborne Road,
Pontypool

SO 288 004

Drill hall

10663g

SO 27625 01625 Drill hall

Description
block has windows at 2 levels’ (Cadw listing).
One of a number of drill halls in Newport, this was one of two in this street
(Drill Halls Project). The other is extant but the location of this one is
unknown although it has almost certainly been destroyed. The drill hall was
out of use by 1914, when the bulk of Territorial Force activity in Newport
had moved to Stow Hill.
Unknown. One of a number of drill halls in Newport. Nothing noted on
cartographic sources. According to the Drill Halls Project, it was the home of
C Sqn the Royal Gloucestershire Hussars (Drill Halls Project).
Built in 1875 and demolished in 2009 despite being a Listed Building on the
at risk register. P.149 of Terry Underwood’s Yesterday’s Newport shows staff
from three regiments outside T.F. Depot No.235, almost certainly the Stow
Hill drill hall. The sign shows it was the home of 4th Welsh Brigade Royal
Field Artillery, 1st Monmouthshire Regiment and the 1st Welsh Field
Ambulance. It is shown on the First Edition OS map as a rectangular
building, set back from Stow Hill and labelled as the Royal Albert Hall. The
Drill Hall Project gives it as the location of A, B, C and D Company 1st
Battalion The Monmouthshire Regiment who were certainly based here in
1914. A well-known photograph exists of men of the 1st Battalion The
Monmouthshire Regiment marching down Stow Hill in August 1914, on
their deployment to the war.
One of a number of drill halls in Newport. It was in use in 1865 and almost
certainly out of use by 1914, when most Territorial Force activity in Newport
was concentrated in the Stow Hill and Lime Street drill halls. This drill hall
can be seen on the First Edition O.S., labelled as a ‘Volunteer Drill Hall’.
The building is a large irregular rectangle in plan, and forms part of the row
of buildings on the south side of Dock Street. The building is shown with the
same footprint into the 4th edition map but it has no label. The building is
still extant, comprising a large red brick façade with a three story tower on
the south east corner.
No description available. It was allegedly sited within the works (Drill Halls
Project) although there is no cartographic evidence to support this.

Condition

Status

Not known

Not known

Not known

None

Near
destroyed

LBII

Intact

None

Not known

None

Rectangular drill hall contained within a small curtilage fronting onto
Destroyed
Osborne Road. A miniature rifle range is indicated on the map some 85m
north east of the drill hall, near the opposite bank of the river on the site of a
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ID

Name

NGR

10662g

Drill Hall, Cae
White Street,
Pontypool

SO 25144 09116 Drill hall

10661g

Drill Hall, Waun SO 25144 09116
Street, Pontypool
Drill Hall
SO 285 005
armoury, Trosnant
Street, Pontypool
Drill Hall, The
SO 11074 07758
Terrace, Rhymney

10659g

07559m

07513m

Drill Hall, Risca

Type

Drill hall
Drill Hall
armoury
Drill hall

ST 22559 91622 Drill hall

Description
disused corn mill (SO 27749 61687). The Drill Hall Project gives the Osborn
Road drill hall as the location of the HQ, A, B and C Company of 2nd
Battalion The Monmouthshire Regiment. 3rd Volunteer Battalion the South
Wales Borderers also had an office in this drill hall. The drill hall has been
completely destroyed although the location contains a modern hut used by
Army cadets. The original stone boundary wall survives to a low height and
is topped by a modern metal fence. The site of the rifle range is overgrown
and has been incorporated into a small park.
The Drill Hall Project gives this as the location of a drill hall. No description
available. Probably a confusion with the drill hall at Blaenavon as there is a
Cae White Maes Gwyn immediately north of the Drill Hall's location. There
is no Cae White in Pontypool.
No description available. Probably a confusion by the Drill Halls Project
with the drill hall in Upper Waun Street, Pontypool.
No description available. According to the Drill Halls Project, there was an
armoury in Trosnant street, Pontypool. No such building can be identified
from cartographic sources.
A drill hall first appearing on the Third Edition OS map of 1921. The
building is 'I' shaped in plan and has no obvious curtilage, being sandwiched
between sections of the Rhymney Mineral Railway. Access was achieved
from The Terrace. The building is extant although it is heavily rendered and
the presence of a large external kitchen chimney is suggestive of extensive
internal modification. Externally it consists of two, two story blocks linked
by a single floor range which contains the double width door main entrance
fronting onto The Terrace. The drill hall is believed to have been the home in
1914 of G Company, 1st Battalion The Monmouthshire Regiment and E
Company the 2nd Volunteer Battalion the South Wales Borderers (Drill Halls
Project).
The drill hall is first shown on the 1901 OS map as a square building with a
small annexe projecting to the west, possibly a covered garage or store. A
rectangular building located to the north may be related, as might a smaller
rectangular building located north east. The 1921 OS map shows two
broadly square buildings, the northern building shown on earlier editions
having been expanded. The original drill hall has been demolished and
replaced with a modern house. It is possible that elements of the
northernmost building survive as a commercial property. The multiple
buildings noted on the cartographic sources are explained by the fact that the
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Not known

None

Not known

None

Not known

None

Near intact

None
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None
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NGR

Type

07523m

Drill Hall,
ST 24043 90202 Drill hall
Malvern Terrace,
Pontymister

10658g

Drill Hall,
Rogerstone

ST 273 890

10656g

Drill Hall,
Sirhowy

SO 14275 10038 Drill hall

10654g

Drill Hall,

ST 507 874

Drill hall

Drill hall

Description
drill hall was the location of a number of units that included 4th Welsh
Brigade Royal Field Artillery, the Headquarters of the 2nd Monmouthshire
Battery, 1st Monmouthshire Volunteer Artillery, Western Division, Royal
Artillery (Position Artillery) No. 2 Battery. D Company of 2nd Volunteer
Battalion the South Wales Borderers may also have been based here
although it is possible they were located in Pontymister. (Drill Halls Project).
A rectangular drill hall only appearing on the Second Edition OS map of
1901. It had apparently been demolished and replaced with a church with a
different building footprint by the time of the Third Edition OS map. The
building consisted of a rectangular structure contained within a curtilage
fronting onto Weir Terrace (now part of Commercial Street). It was the home
of D Company 2nd Volunteer Battalion the South Wales Borderers (Drill
Halls Project) but it is unclear whether it was still a functioning drill hall in
1914. There is no trace of the former drill hall although the ground on which
the current church stands retains the same curtilage footprint.
No description available. This is likely to be a drill station for C Company,
1st Battalion the Monmouthshire Regiment (Drill Halls Project), no
cartographic evidence for a drill hall exists. A drill station made use of an
existing large building such as an institute meeting hall or church hall. It is
therefore impossible to distinguish a military role from cartographic sources.
Rectangular building with an annexe projecting to the north west and a gable
end projecting onto Duketown Road, first seen on the Third Edition OS map
of 1921. The building is still extant although it is heavily rendered in
pebbledash concrete and a section of the north east gable end has been rebuilt to accommodate a modern roller garage door. The structure itself
consists of a ground floor building with a single entrance in the gable end
fronting Duketown Road and a narrow entrance (now blocked up) offset into
the opposite gable end fronting Graham's Yard. Two windows originally
flanked the Duketown Road entrance but these are now blocked up. The
northern gable end is un-rendered revealing a red brick built wall with at
least two phases of re-building. A later extension has been constructed to
extend the width of the Duketown Road frontage though it is possible this
extension is contemporary with the usage of the building as a drill hall. It is
probable that in 1914 this drill hall was home to elements of D Company,
3rd Battalion The Monmouthshire Regiment and F Company 3rd Volunteer
Battalion The South Wales Borderers (Drill Halls Project).
No description available. There was a drill station here for E Company, 1st
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Destroyed

None

Not known

None

Damaged
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Not known
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ID

Name
Sudbrook

NGR

Type

10653g

Drill Hall, Park
Place, Tredegar

SO 14616 08278 Drill hall

10651g

Drill Hall, Porth y SO 378 006
Carne Street, Usk

3097

Raglan Barracks, ST 30353 88983 Barracks
Barrack Hill,
Newport

05069s

Maindy Barracks, ST 17650 78390 Barracks
Cardiff

02243w

Mumbles Island

Drill hall

SS 63473 87161 Coastal

Description
Battalion the Monmouthshire Regiment (Drill Halls Project). A drill station
made use of an existing large building such as an institute meeting hall or
church hall. It is therefore impossible to distinguish a military role from
cartographic sources.
Rectangular drill hall, known as Victoria Drill Hall, first shown on the
Second Edition OS map of 1901. The building had a small curtilage fronting
onto Poplar Road. Minor extensions had been made to the building by the
time of the Third Edition map. A building sharing the same footprint now
stands on the site of the drill hall though it is unclear whether this is a new
build or an extensively re-modelled original. Even if the core of the building
was original, it is likely that re-modelling has been so extensive that its value
as a drill hall is severely diminished. This drill hall was home to G Company
3rd Battalion The Monmouthshire Regiment in 1914 (Drill Hall Project, OS
map regression).
No description available. This was a drill station for G Company 2nd
Battalion the Monmouthshire Regiment. A drill station made use of an
existing large building such as an institute meeting hall or church hall. It is
therefore impossible to distinguish a military role from cartographic sources.
(Drill Halls Project).
A barracks built in the 1860s and shown on the Second Edition OS map as a
Regular Army infantry and artillery barracks. It is depicted on the Third
Edition as a cavalry depot and is often colloquially referred to as the cavalry
barracks. It has multiple listed elements, the value being derived from the
Victorian elements. The extent of activity at the opening of the First World
War is unknown at present but by the mid war period, it had become the
Cavalry Barracks Section of the 3rd Western General Hospital.
Maindy Barracks was a pre-war regular army barracks complex opened in
1871 and is first depicted on the First Edition OS map. Some expansion of
the Barracks had taken place by the time of the Second Edition of 1901 but
the Third Edition shows only a blank space, suggesting the surveyors could
not gain access or that the authorities were sensitive regarding the mapping
of military installations. American troops transited through Maindy Barracks
during the First World War. It is not possible to trace the influence of the war
on the layout of the barracks from readily available cartographic sources.
Multiple buildings within the barracks are LBII Listed but the listing is
based on the value as a Victorian barracks.
68pdr battery later adopted for 6 breach loaders. Probably built initially in
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ID

05052s

10695g

10316g

Name
Battery

NGR

Type
Battery

Description
the 1860’s the First and Second Edition OS map s show a number of
buildings within the island. The 1921 map of the island however is
suspiciously blank, which may suggest that military facilities were present
and that the details were to remain secret. It is unknown at present whether
the battery was modernised for the First World War as to date information on
the South Wales Coastal defences has been difficult to locate.
Blaen y cwm,
SS 90898 70327 Billet
This was a private house, identified through private correspondence, with the
Monknash,
kitchen used as a guard post providing shelter and tea making facilities for
Cowbridge
20 men guarding the coast. The soldiers appear to have been allowed to
sleep in certain rooms although the door to the other parts of the house could
be locked (the housekeeper clearly did not trust soldiers). The house owners
were to be paid 3 shillings and 4 pence per man per day (more than
contemporary army pay). The correspondence makes reference to digging
trenches at Porthcawl and the Leafs [sic]. The troops apparently slept at St
Brides during the day. The picket consisted of two men by the front gate and
eight on the beach, relieved every 2 hours (28 man platoon). They would
arrive at 11.30 and go at 07.30. The HQ was in Cardiff, and there is a
reference to them having to go and get their rifles from HQ. The telephone
was very important but only officers were allowed in to the Library to use it.
The butler/housekeeper (L. Buckingham) was annoyed on one occasion to
be woken up at 02.30 by a Colonel and 2-3 Lieutenants trying to use the
phone. They left at 07.30 having failed to get through. Possibly all in 1914.
All correspondence was from the housekeeper to the house owner
(Glamorgan Archives Correspondence D19/14). The house is intact and
stands at the entrance to a small valley that leads down to the beach to the
south west. The property appears as the location of a private telephone
subscriber on an annotated map which divides the coastline into defended
sections (Glamorgan Archives DX789/1)
Kings Head Hotel, ST 31058 88343 Recruiting This pre-war hotel was used by a battalion of the South Wales Borderers in
High Street,
station
early 1915 as a recruiting station. A number of photographs exist that depict
Newport
the Commanding Officer with the lord Mayor of Newport outside the hotel's
main entrance. The building is extant but is currently unused and awaiting a
suitable development plan, possibly as the new home of Newport Museum.
Springfield
ST30523 87420 Billet
Troops of the 1st Battalion, Durham Light Infantry were billeted at
House, Newport
Springfield House during the war. The Billeting order (A.F.B. 55) required
billeting for 62 men. This property was adjacent to Woolaston House, the
local workhouse commandeered as a military hospital. It is possible the
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ID

Name

23129/10311g

St Woolos Council
School, Stow Hill,
Newport

05064s

Territorial Force
Association, 6 St
Andrew’s
Crescent, Cardiff

10309g

Recruiting Office,
High Street,
Newport
Buttrills Camp,
Barry

05077s

NGR

Type

Description
house was used due to its proximity to another military unit (the hospital) as
this would make administration easier. It is unclear what the men were doing
in Newport but it is possible that they were providing a guard for the
National Shell Factories and the docks.
ST 30998 87802 Billets
School built in 1905 on the site of some alms-houses. The school was
commandeered by 3rd Western General Hospital around June 1915 and used
for accommodation for medical staff for Woolaston House War Hospital.
(Gwent archives (CS WBGN/C/25). It is unclear where the pupils were relocated. The building is still extant and continues to be used as a school.
ST 18619 76838 Headquarte Building used by the Territorial Force Association certainly by September
rs
1915. Appears to have been a headquarters or similar as military
correspondence regarding 3rd Western General Hospital is addressed from
there. Gwent Archives CS WBGN/C/25. The property is close to the drill
hall in Dumfries Place and the area may have served as something of a
military 'quarter' during the war. The building itself is a typical late Victorian
townhouse constructed of stone and is extant. The extent of any alterations
cannot be ascertained but no modern extensions can be seen externally.
ST 310 883
Recruiting A recruiting office for the Royal Naval Division set up by Lord Tredegar. Its
station
aim was to recruit redundant stokers (ships being increasingly oil fired). The
actual address is currently unknown
ST 11036 68675 Army camp A hutted military camp initially established as a transit camp. Later in the
war it became a centre for the treatment and recuperation of wounded
soldiers. After the war it became the Prince of Wales Convalescent Home for
ex-soldiers and was run by the Ministry of Pensions.
(http://www.barrywales.co.uk/tomclemett/walkcolcot.asp). A number of
buildings are depicted adjacent to a newly created recreation ground north of
Buttrills but the layout is atypical of a military encampment. The recreation
ground as shown is blank but in the 4th Edition OS map, a number of
regularly laid out hut type structures are present, much more appropriate for
a military encampment. It may be that the camp was present on the
recreation ground and it was not depicted on the 1921 map as a number of
military sites appear not to have been included in the Third Edition mapping
(e.g. Mumbles coastal battery and Maindy Barracks in Cardiff. Glamorgan
Archives contains a letter written by Pte Enos Skrine of 3rd Battalion the
Welsh Regiment who had carried out police duties at the camp in 1917.
(Glamorgan Archives DCE/1/61). The Camp initially accommodated
soldiers from the newly formed 12th (Service) Battalion The Welsh
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07515m

07555m

07494m

Name

NGR

Type

Description
Regiment. They were replaced by 1,100 men from the 4th Battalion the
Kings Shropshire Light Infantry who arrived in Barry on 12th June 1915, the
Welsh Regiment moving to Kinmel Park, North Wales for advanced infantry
training. 3rd Battalion the Welsh Regiment were in residence by July 1916,
when Pte David Davies was accidentally shot and killed whilst watching a
machine gun demonstration. The last battalion based at Buttrills prior to the
end of the war was 4th Battalion the Lancashire Fusiliers. Facilities at the
camp consisted of a number of wooden huts, each measuring 16 feet by 15
feet and designed to accommodate 30 men (although in practice they could
contain between 40-50). In November 1915, a new Y.M.C.A. hut was
donated to the camp for the troops’ welfare. It was 75 feet long and could
accommodate 400-500 men. Although there is no cartographic evidence, the
camp would have contained a conservative estimate of 25-30 buildings,
making it a substantial size. (Welsh Newspapers online Barry Dock News
various issues from 1914 to 1918
http://welshnewspapers.llgc.org.uk/en/home)
Porthcawl Army SS 80604 77432 Army
Porthcawl had been a popular destination for territorial Army units to carry
Camp, Porthcawl
Camp
out their annual camp training before the first World War. Photographs show
lines of tents in various locations but there are references to Locks Common
and Newtown being used (http://www.porthcawlandthegreatwar.com/agarrison-town.html). Such camps would have been held under canvas and
would leave little in the way of physical remains. Porthcawl became the
‘recruiting and equipping’ station for the planned Welsh Army Corps. Here
they received preliminary instruction in Drill and were given their equipment
before being sent to large training establishments outside Glamorgan.
Musketry training was also carried out, almost certainly on the Newton
Burrows ranges.The presence of an actual hutted camp at Porthcawl is
unclear as there are numerous requests for billets i.e. food and lodging in
private houses although this may be more a reflection of the unpreparedness
for the number of volunteers. No obvious encampments have been noted on
the Third Edition OS map of 1921. The Grid reference given above is for the
known camp site on Locks Common.
Newton
SS 83605 77501 Recreationa The schoolroom was made available for soldier’s recreation in the evenings
Schoolroom,
l building during training at Porthcawl The troops themselves were billeted at
Porthcawl
Danygraig House and other houses at Newton.
http://www.porthcawlandthegreatwar.com/recruiting-and-billeting-1915.html
Rifle range,
SS 84616 77395 Rifle range Rifle range marked on the Third Edition OS map (1921) with firing points

100

Condition

Status

Not known

None

Intact

None

Damaged

None

GGAT 137: The Call to Arms: South East Wales and the First World War

ID

10702g

07303w

02380w

Name
NGR
Newton Burrows,
Porthcawl

Type

Description
marked between 600yds and 100yds. The range is a typical military gallery
range of around 1900 and could be used for firing from 1000 yards if
required. An archaeological watching brief was carried out on the range in
2003 when the target frames were removed for storage by the local authority
(Tuck 2003). Research demonstrated that the range was under construction
in 1904 and was operational from 1905. The range is laid out east west, with
the targets located to the east. The target butts consist of a gallery with a
width of 12 targets (originally 8) contained within a service trench fronted
by a mound with a small structure located at the south end to house range
stores etc. The range would certainly have been used for musketry training
during the First World War. A rhomboidal enclosure is depicted
approximately 250m west of the 600yd firing point. This may define an
‘administrative’ area for troops undergoing dry training (i.e. no live
ammunition) prior to using the ranges but is probably also the location of the
1000 yard firing point.
No. 26 Coastal
ST 81 76
Military
HQ unit of the Royal Garrison Artillery formed in 1918 and responsible for
Fire Command,
HQ
the defence of the South Wales ports, primarily through the use of coastal
Royal Garrison
artillery batteries. It was formed through consolidation of the existing coastal
Artillery
artillery units under one HQ. It was based in Cardiff but the location is as yet
unknown.
Port Talbot Work SS 79914 91746 Place of
Site of a working camp for German Prisoners of War employed as part of an
Camp, Dyffryn
Detention Agricultural Group. Headquarters was at Frongoch in North Wales. The
Valley, Port Talbot
actual site of the camp is unknown at present though it is known to be in the
Dyffryn Valley. A military site has possibly been located at SS 79067 89902,
which is the centre of a group of near destroyed buildings previously
identified as a World War Two military feature (PRN 05374w). There is
circumstantial evidence consisting of a contemporary newspaper report of
the funeral of a German POW from the Dyffryn Valley camp in November
1917 that suggests this could be the site of the First World War work camp
(Cambrian Daily Leader 23 November 1917, Welsh Newspapers Online).
There are passing references to the use of PoW's in construction of the
Margam Steelworks in Parry 2011 and these prisoners may have been
housed in the Port Talbot area.
Mond Buildings, SS 65347 93077 Recruiting A set of buildings used for public gatherings which were the focal point for
Union Street,
station
many recruiting drives during the war. West Glamorgan Archives, (Welsh
Swansea
Newspapers online Llais Llafur, 23 Oct 1915). The buildings were
constructed in 1911 by Sir Alfred Mond as the headquarters of the National
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Name

07302w

David Vaughan's
Lodging House,
The Strand,
Swansea

10691g

Military
encampment,
Bulwark,
Chepstow.

07482w

Swansea Naval
Base, Swansea

NGR

Type

Description
League of Young Liberals.
SS 658 930
Billet
A large lodging house, with a 400 bed capacity and owned by Mr David
Vaughn. It was offered to the Council to house Belgian refugees in 1914 but
it was felt it would more properly be utilised by the Swansea Battalion (14th
(Service) Battalion) of the Welsh Regiment, which was then forming. (West
Glam Archives TC 26/62). It has not been possible to identify the building
from cartographic sources but it is likely to have been destroyed.
ST 53561 92816 Camp
A military encampment constructed to house the workforce employed in the
construction and operation of the National Shipyard in Chepstow. The camp
is first depicted on the Third Edition OS map of 1921 having been
constructed on the site of Fairfield Farm, immediately west of the Bulwark
hill fort. The camp follows an essentially square plan, with a large number
(at least 45 separate structures, 38 of which appear to be interconnected
accommodation blocks, each of which measures almost 40m in length)
located in the eastern half. A further 23 structures which are generally larger,
are located in the western half of the camp. These are likely to include
offices, kitchens, entertainment facilities etc. According to Chepstow
Museum, thousands of Royal Engineers were employed in the construction
of the National Shipyard, a number that would have required significant
infrastructure. It is likely that this encampment was therefore occupied by
the Royal Engineers during this phase. Unusually, the museum of the Royal
Engineers does not contain any material concerning the presence of military
units at Chepstow (Adams, pers comm 2013). None of the original camp
structures appear to have survived, and the site is now occupied by a light
industrial park. It is possible however that sub surface structures such as
foundations etc. can still be found beneath the ground.
SS 66727 92575 Naval Base Home port of the Auxiliary Patrol also known as the Swansea Patrol. The
base contained trawlers, drifters, motor launches, paddle-minesweepers and
other vessels. The Bristol Channel was closed to traffic from time to time.
The Patrol maintained a constant Examination Service, by which all ships
had to anchor off Mumbles Head for inspection. The hospital Ship Rewa was
mined or torpedoed in the area on 4th Jan 1918, 550 survivors being brought
into Swansea and Glenart Castle was torpedoed on 26th Feb 1918, only 31
survivors being brought ashore. Surviviors from both sinkings were aided by
the Swansea Patrol. When the Royal Navy airship S.S.Z. 37 made a forced
landing on Mumbles, a guard for the crash site was provided by men of the
Swansea Patrol. British submarine C-6 was employed in the area for 6
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07481w

07531m
09381g

10689g

07378w

Name

NGR
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Description
months in 1917 to train the Swansea Patrol. The extent of any specific Naval
structures within the docks is as yet unknown.
Mumbles
SS 60 88
Crash site Site of a forced landing by British RNAS airship S.S.Z. 37 on August 18th
1918. The airship deflated but the crew were uninjured. The crash site was
guarded by men of the Swansea Patrol. The exact crash site is unknown.
Rhondda
SS 97 95
Billets
Location of forming up for one of the battalions of the Welsh Army Corps in
late 1914. The exact location of the assembly is at present unknown.
Vauxhall Camp, SO 50504 13080 Camp
Military training camp established for use by the Royal Monmouthshire
Monmouth
Royal Engineers. The 1920 map shows a collection of 19 structures located
in the centre of Vauxhall Racecourse and immediately south of the site of the
current Vauxhall Camp. A site visit demonstrated that a number of platforms
relating to these structures survive, being of red brick and concrete
construction. The locations of some the surviving structures do not directly
relate to those depicted on the Third Edition map and are possibly later in
date that 1921. However, a number of features do relate to structures shown
on the Third Edition map and are likely to be First World War in date. These
include a large rectangular platform at the south western boundary of the site
measuring approximately 70m x 11m that corresponds to a large structure
seen on the map and which is possibly a range of classrooms, kitchen and
messing area; A ridge of demolition material including red brick and tile was
noted in the hedge line to the south west. Two platforms to the north east of
the camp area also survive partially, each measuring approximately 9m x
9m. These correspond to structures shown on the Third Edition map but their
function is unknown. The Regimental Museum of the Royal Monmouthshire
Royal Engineers has no records relating to the use of the camp during the
First World War and very little other information survives.
Miniature rifle
SO 28426 14329 Rifle range A miniature rifle range depicted west of Neville Hall, Abergavenny on the
range,
Third Edition OS map. The range was approximately 33m long and built
Abergavenny
along the eastern bank of Pwll Cam on the Usk, the point at which the river
is joined by a tributary from the north, and consisted of a single firing point
with a small building at the southern end of the range. It is likely the butts
were formed by the natural bank of the river where the tributary joined the
Usk. It is likely that the range was constructed for the use of the occupants of
Neville Hall but a military connection cannot be ruled out. The site is now
overgrown and its condition cannot be assessed from aerial photographs.
Drill Hall, Rugby SS 75479 97149 Drill hall Drill hall first appearing on the Third Edition OS map of 1921 but known to
Avenue, Neath
have been home of F Company, 6th Battalion The Welsh Regiment in 1914.
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CtA01

CtA02

CtA03

Name

NGR
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Description
The map shows three large, rectangular buildings set around a
courtyard/curtilage. The buildings retain the same ground plan and are still
labelled as a Drill Hall in the 4th Edition OS map. The buildings are extant,
being made of red brick and would appear to retain much of their original
form. The site is currently used by the Air Training Corps and the Army
cadets.
Drill hall, Penarth ST 18286 71571 Drill hall A drill hall appearing on the Second Edition OS map of 1901. It consisted of
a large irregular building contained within a curtilage and an entrance
fronting onto Woodland Place. No alterations had been made to the footprint
by the time of the Third Edition map. The drill hall has been demolished and
replaced by housing.
Vivian Camp,
SS7524090100 Camp
A military camp is known to have been located in the Aberavon area of Port
Aberavon, Port
Talbot during the First World War. The only source referring to it is a
Talbot
contemporary newspaper report detailing the suicide and funeral of a soldier
from the camp following the death of two of his sons in the war. Unusually
for a suicide, he was accorded a full military funeral and his case was clearly
regarded with a great deal of compassion by both the authorities and the
local population. The location of the camp is not known with certainty but is
likely to have been in the Vivian Park area of Aberavon.
Celluloid works, SS7906689900 PoW Camp A disused Celluloid Works in Port Talbot. The works are first mentioned in
Goytre, Port
connection with the war in a newspaper report - Mid Glamorgan Herald of
Talbot
24th October 1914 (http://cymru1914.org/en/view/newspaper/4114235/3) as
being disused and dismantled but that it was being considered as the site of a
refugee camp for displaced Belgians. It was believed the site could
accommodate between 360 and 400 refugees. It is not believed that the site
was used by Belgians but was used to accommodate German prisoners of
war during construction of the Port Talbot Steel Works which had been
comissioned to produce high quality shell steel for munitions. Examination
of the Third Edition map suggests that an industrial complex depicted on the
Third Edition OS map in the Dyffryn Valley close to Goytre is the former
celluloid works.
Alexandra Dock ST19522 73784 Camp
Photographs held by the Glamorgan Archives (DX89/11/1-32) show
Camp, Alexandra
members of 8th Battalion The Manchester Regiment both on and off guard
Dock, Cardiff
duty at the Alexandra Dock, Cardiff in 1915. The photographs show that
they were accommodated within a large metal skinned warehouse which is
likely to be a transit shed shown on the Third Edition OS map close to the
Alexandra Dock. It appears that a number of temporary structures may have
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NGR
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CtA04

Pwllholm Camp
engine shed,
Pwllholm Camp,
Monmouth

SO5010613763

Engine
shed

Description
Condition
been erected for their use but it has not been possible to identify them on the
maps. The men appear mostly middle aged and obviously not in their prime
and they are equipped with Martini-Henry rifles, a weapon that was
officially withdrawn from British Army service in 1904. These med would
appear to be typical of the second or third line battalions formed during the
war to carry out home based duties such as the guarding of key strategic
locations such as ports and factories. These units would be composed of men
who were deemed unfit for overseas service on grounds of age or infirmity
but who were still able to contribute a valuable service.
A railway engine shed built for the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers Intact
in the early 20th century to house the locomotives operated by their two
Railway Companies. Two storage buildings are located close to the south
east corner of the Training Area. Examination of early edition d of Ordnance
Survey mapping demonstrate that this area was formerly occupied by a
series of outbuildings, almost certainly associated with the now demolished
Pwllholm House, which was originally located approximately 100m to the
west. The south easterly building is a metal framed, corrugated iron clad
structure, with a red brick south east gable end. A set of railway tracks, with
a span of 1.55m (corresponds to Standard Gauge of the time) survives in the
floor of the building, running the full 12.8m internal length of the building,
although they are mostly buried by a concrete floor. The rails terminate at
the brick gable end of the shed, where stone slabs have been set into the
ground, possibly as a support for a buffer.
Six cast iron columns (three on each side) that are the main supports for the
roof are stamped “Isca Foundry Company Ltd Newport, Monmouthshire”, a
well-known supplier of railway plant and fittings from at least 1859 up to
1938. The corrugated iron roof is supported by a combination of iron rods
and timber beams that appear to be largely original, although some of the
timbers may have been replaced. The gable end has a single large hangar
type entrance, the door being absent. Tar stains around the inside brick frame
of the doorway suggest the presence at one point of a door frame. An
unusual feature of this gable end are the presence of two ‘arrow slit’ type
windows, one either side of the doorway. The slits have worn sandstone
lintels and feature bevelled edges facing outwards, a feature that would work
more efficiently in reverse and it is possible that the gable end originally
formed the north west end of a now demolished building, with the bevelled
edge originally having been located inside. Such an arrangement could also
explain the presence of a somewhat ornamental buttress projecting from the
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Name

NGR

CtA05

HQ Severn
Defences, Burt
Street, Cardiff

ST1870277437

CtA06

Orles Wood Rifle SO4852812701
Range, Orles
Wood, Monmouth

Type

Description
Condition
shed to the south east. However, modification of the building to its current
form is likely to have taken place some time ago and is likely to be
associated with its conversion to a locomotive engine shed, most likely in
the early 20th century.
A more modern looking corrugated iron storage shed is located immediately
north west of the engine shed. Access to the inside was not possible but it is
clearly of modern construction. However, it is built on the same stone
platform as the original engine shed. Railway tracks survive beneath the
modern structure, as they can be seen emerging from a concrete ramp
leading to the shed. The platforms had been rendered in concrete, one phase
of work being datable to 2006 thanks to an inscription by 101 HQ Squadron.
However, they have an earlier origin, as re-used masonry and brick can be
seen where the render is absent. At least one well-constructed drain was also
noted, suggesting the presence of other features within the platform.
A number of late 20th century features were noted, including an area for
training in the use of knots and fixings, a building for conducting NBC
(Nuclear, Biological, Chemical) warfare training and an area for the
demonstration of culvert construction. This latter area also contained a
section of narrow gauge railway line, with a span of 1m. Whilst having an
appearance of age, it was isolated and probably used for demonstration of
engineering techniques.
Headquarte Headquarters for the Severn Defences during the First World War was
Destroyed
rs
located in a Territorial Force building located at the junction of Burt Street
and Harrowby Place, Cardiff. The building had been constructed around
1894 as the headquarters of the Glamorganshire Submarine Miners and is
shown on a detailed plan of 1894 held by the National Archives (WO
78/3331/01 and WO78/3331/02). These plans have been annotated
successively to show their re-purposing as Headquarters Severn Defences, a
function which appears to have been retained until at least 1924. The site of
the headquarters is now used as the Atlantic View Care Home and it appears
that the original building has been destroyed and replaced with a modern
construction. There is a possibility that buried features such as storage tanks
for cables may survive beneath the remains but the site has effectively been
destroyed.
Rifle range A rifle range is shown on the First Edition OS map of 1881 located at the
Destroyed
western edge of Monmouth in the vicinity of Orles Wood. The range has
firing points up to 600 yards, arranged to fire from east to west, with a target
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ID

Name

NGR

Type

CtA07

Trench at
SO4969013854
Pwllholm training
area, Monmouth

Practice
trench

CtA08

Military railway at SO4999613795
Pwllholm training
area, Monmouth

Military
railway

Description
and butts located on the edge of Orles Wood at the base of a slope. By the
time of the Third Edition OS map of 1920, a second set of four targets had
been added, utilising the original firing points but with the targets being
located closer to those firing points. A second set of firing points was
arranged at an angle to fire onto the original targets. Whilst the extra four
targets would undoubtedly have increased capacity, it is unclear as to why
the original target butts were not simply extended, doing away with the
necessity for constructing more firing points. One clue however may be that
the boundary of the wood remained unchanged, meaning the lack of land
ownership may have precluded the ability for simple extension. The range
continued in use until the mid 20th century, and is still shown as a range on a
plan held by the museum of the RMRE(M) in Monmouth dating to 1954. It
is unknown when the range went out of use but both the butts and the firing
points have been destroyed.
Examination of the wooded area in the east of the training area revealed the
presence of late 20th century entrenchments in the form of a number two
man shell scrapes, one corrugated iron revetted slit trench and areas
demarcated by logs and mine tape that had been used to conduct training.
Some terracing of the foot of the slope of Ancre Hill had been carried out,
possibly in relation to the preparation of a railway line. One section of the
terrace was overlooked by an approximately 25m length of overgrown but
clearly crenellated trench, running parallel to the contour of the slope. It had
an average width of 1.5m and whilst the sides had fallen in somewhat, the
reached a depth of approximately 1m in places. Such a trench is not datable
without further investigation but the design principle dates to the early 20th
Century and the First World War in particular. A possible parallel trench was
located several meters to the south west although no crenulations were
evident. Siting of a trench in this location would keep it well above the water
table as well as providing a view over the river to the north if the trees were
absent.
Two lengths of raised trackway were noted during the site visit although
three have been seen on aerial photographs. The main trackway (Track 1)
connects the storage building area to the river crossing point and would
provide a dry route for vehicles across soft ground. A well-constructed stone
culvert with iron reinforcing allowed this trackway to cross one of the
waterlogged ditches. A second trackway (Track 2) was noted branching from
Track 1 to follow the contour west along the base of Ancre Hill. Track 2 was
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CtA09

Military river
SO4988614021
crossing point,
Pwllholm training
area, Monmouth

CtA10

Flatholm Island
coastal batteries

CtA11

Admiralty signal SS 9678267221
station, Llantwitt
Major

Signal
station

CtA12

Crenellated
trench, Kenfig
range, Porthcawl

Practice
trench

River
crossing
point

ST 22110 64887 Coastal
batteries

SS8448377392

Description
poorly maintained, being overgrown with scrub and cut by a ditch at one
point. However, Track 2 could well be the railway track bed shown in the
1906 photographs and which is also sited at the base of a slope and suggests
that Track 1 probably also originated as a railway track bed, being repurposed as a vehicle track later on.
No evidence for the third track seen on aerial photographs (Track 3) was
noted during the site visit although the ground was heavily covered by scrub
and brambles in that area.
In keeping with their role in facilitating obstacle crossing, an area of hard
standing is located on the south bank of the River Monnow for training in
river crossing. At the time of the visit, the site consisted of a level, scrub free
area fronting the river bank, with evidence of plastic corduroy having been
laid to provide a better surface. The river bank has been reinforced at the
actual crossing point by concrete and corrugated iron revetting, with
evidence of iron piles surviving in the river bed. The landing area on the
opposite bank was not visited but appeared to have a similar concrete
revetment. Comparison of the area with photographs from 1906 suggest that
the crossing point is the same one used historically by the RMRE although
the modern landing appears to have shifted to the east by a few meters.
Group reference for the artillery batteries on Flatholm island. The extent of
refurbishment of the Vistorian batteries in the period leading up to and
during the First World War is unknown.
A coastguard station near Llantwitt Major was utilised as an Admiralty
signal station during the First World War. The station has now been
destroyed and a single photograph is the sole piece of evidence located for
its use by the Royal Navy. It is shown on the Third Edition OS map as a
coastguard station and is labelled as possessing a semaphore signal system.
A trench was located on close to the 600 yard firing point of the First World
War era rifle range in 2015. It consists of a 50m length of crenellated trench
with four fire bays. There are no saps or communication trenches but there is
evidence of backfilling which may have obscured these details. There is a
parapet in once section which produces an overall depth of 1.5m but the
average depth of the trench is 500mm. There is no evidence of a parados.
There is no evidence for revetting but it is likely that it once was as it would
be difficult to see how the trench has survived in the sandy soil without it.
Certainly, if revetting was present, it was not made of corrugated iron as
there is no evidence for sheets or pickets.
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ID
CtA13

Name
Trench system at
Vauxhall Camp,
Monmouth

NGR
SO5035813370

CtA14

Roundbush Rocks ST 186960
Observation Post,
Cosmeston

CtA15

Group number for SO5010613763
Pwllholm Camp

Type
Practice
trench

Description
An aerial photograph dating to 1947 shows an apparent trench system
located in a field immediately north of the current Vauxhall Camp,
Monmouth. The system consists of a crenellated length of trench oriented
approximately north west/south east with possible saps running from it to the
north east. No trace of the feature is visible on the ground today although it
is located in the same field that is stated to have contained textbook
examples of Cold War era fortifications. It is possible that the system noted
in the photograph is a demonstration earthwork for training purposes. It is
unknown if the feature relates to the First or Second World wars but it would
appear to conform to design principles dating to the First World War.
Headquarte The Third Edition OS map of 1920 shows a quadrilateral area of land at the
rs
top of the Roundbush Rocks cliffs and bounded by four War Department
boundary stones. The area of land is known to have contained the remains of
the Seaward Defence Headquarters for the area and were recorded by Roger
JC Thomas in the 1980s (perscom. 2016). The remains at the time consisted
of a series of brick and concrete structures that included a latrine block, an
observation post and shelter, and two concrete structures of indeterminate
use. Red bricks bearing the stamp of the Star Brick Company, Newport were
observed within the construction. A later Royal Observer Corps post was
also present within the area. The observation post and shelter consisted of a
bottle shaped construction, with the shelter at the north and the observation
post at the south. It was made of concrete and had a riveted steel roof.
Access to the observation post was gained by two flights of steps separated
by a 'courtyard'. A site visit conducted in 2016 demonstrated that the site was
almost destroyed, with demolished material piled into a mound. The buried
remains of a Cold War ere nuclear monitoring bunker were observed and it is
likely that the bunker beneath survives. Any trace of the First World War era
remains has been obscured by bramble undergrowth.
Training
This is a group number for the features contained within Pwllholm Camp,
area
Monmouth. The camp was established in 1877 as a training area for
members of the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia) to carry out
roles specific training, in particular the exercise of the railway companies
and the bridge building capacity. The Pwllholm Training area is located on
the south bank of the River Monnow, where a loop of the river has enclosed
an area measuring approximately 0.10km2 of low lying ground at the foot of
Ancre Hill. The ground consists of a mix of scrub and woodland, with the
lower areas being close to the water table, as evidenced by water filled
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ID

Name

NGR

Type

Description
Condition
ditches and pooling. The remains of two raised railway lines traverse the
site, providing the only stable modern transit route for vehicles. The multiperiod training area contains the remains of a railway shed, the railway beds,
entrenchments and river crossing points together with store buildings, a
Nuclear Biological and Chemical training facility and a girder bridge.
A structure was located at the foot of Ancre Hill measuring 5m x 5m by
Damaged
1.9m in height (Plate 46). It was made from cast concrete with the ghost of
timber shuttering visible as grain marks. The structure had been set within a
terrace in the slope and has a doorway facing the slope, although there is no
sign of any framing. The top of the wall of the structure incorporates rusted
iron pickets, which may originally have supported wire or perhaps a roof.
The interior of the structure is unusually filled with earth around the inside
edge, suggesting that the remains of a collapsed roof could be buried
beneath. The original purpose of the structure is unclear but it may have
been a storage area. It is not depicted on any OS map and does not appear on
a military map of the training area dated to 1974 although the structure
almost certainly pre-dates 1974.

CtA16

Cast concrete
structure,
Pwllholm
Training Area,
Monmouth

Approximately Building
SO 4993013786

CtA17

Buried Cold War
defences,
Vauxhall Camp,
Monmouth

SO 5037013390 Earthworks Anecdotal evidence was presented for the presence of buried demonstration Destroyed
fieldworks in the field immediately adjacent to the north of the modern
Vauxhall Camp. During the 1970s and 1980s, a variety of field fortifications
were constructed in the field as training aids. Although they have
subsequently been backfilled, it is probable that they would be visible to
geophysical techniques and excavation.

None

CtA18

Practice trench,
Vauxhall Camp,
Monmouth

SO 5032013360 Practice
trench

None

An aerial photograph dating to 1947 (RCAHM WAW007088) shows what
Destroyed
appears to be a practice trench located in a field north west of Vauxhall
Camp in Monmouth. It is almost certainly associated with field training by
the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (M) but no other information has
come to light concerning the feature. Although the trench has been
backfilled, it is probable that it would be visible to geophysical techniques
and excavation.
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ADDENDA TO REPORT
POSSIBLE PRACTICE TRENCHES, CLYNE COMMON, GOWER
Report on site visit to possible practice trenches, Clyne Common, Gower (NPRN 421565).
An aerial reconnaissance flight conducted by RCAHMW on 14th and 17th March 2016
identified the remains of previously unidentified earthworks located at the south east corner of
Clyne Common, Gower and centred on NGR SS 6034 8976.
A field visit was conducted on 21st April 2016 by GGAT to examine the earthworks noted in
March of that year and to determine, if possible, the nature and extent of the features. The
following short report details the findings of the initial site visit.
The visit was carried out by GGAT as part of a continuing research project into the physical
legacy of the First World War in South East Wales. Based on the form noted on aerial
photographs, the earthworks are reminiscent of those associated with First World War practice
trenches which are known to exist in other parts of South Wales (Penally, St Dials Farm,
Monmouth and possibly Porthcawl).
The site visit confirmed the presence of the earthworks and that they conformed well to the
extent visible on the aerial photographs.
Four separate trenches were noted, each being assigned a reference letter (Figure 1).
Trench A
This was an irregular trench oriented east-west. The up-cast from the ditch was piled to the
north of the feature. The trench had an average depth of between 0.4m and 0.6m and a width of
approximately 1.5m; the length was estimated at approximately 35m. There was no evidence of
revetment and little evidence for the creation of traverses, although there were several changes
of direction which could be attempts at introducing basic a traverse. The ground slopes
naturally down from the west in this area and the base of the trench became increasingly
waterlogged to the east. It was noted that the location of Trench A afforded good views of the
B4436 Blackpill to Bishopston road.
Trench B
This was an irregular trench, oriented north-south originating close to the west terminal of
Trench A; no junction was visible between Trenches A and B. Trench B had an average depth
of 0.5m and a width of approximately 1m and at least three short traverses had been cut
although the direction remained constant (Plate 1). No revetting was visible. The north terminal
was clearly visible but the south terminal became obscure amongst the undergrowth. The aerial
photographs suggest however that it could have joined or come close to joining Trench C at its
visible western end.
Trench C
This was the most substantial trench on the site, consisting of a stretch of north west-south east
oriented trench, approximately 40m long, joined close to its south centre by a length of trench
forming a ‘flattened Z’ shape with an approximate length of 20m. The longer trench was at
least 1.5m deep in places, with up-cast on either side forming banks, although most
prominently to the north; it had an average width of approximately 2m, and was waterlogged at
the base. At least two traverses had been created, with the possibility of more being obscured
by undergrowth. The shorter ‘Z’ shaped trench had an average depth of 1m and an average
width of 1m. The north wall of the ‘Z’ trench contained an arched recess cut into the bank after
the first traverse (Plate 2), measuring approximately 1m wide and which had a visible depth of
at least 1.5m from the entrance. Material had collapsed from the roof, there being no sign of
revetment but there was some evidence that the base of the recess was also cut lower than the
existing floor of the trench.
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Trench D
This was a ‘Y’ shaped junction of two trenches close to a footpath. One branch was visible
travelling north towards the east edge of an old gravel pit (06411w) for approximately 15m,
whilst another branch ran to the east for approximately 10m. A third branch to the south west
visible on an aerial photograph of 1981 could not be located but it may have been obscured by
the line of the modern footpath. Trench D had an average depth of 0.6m and a width of 1m and
contained occasional changes of direction though not obvious traversing.
Old gravel pit 06411w
This gravel pit is shown on the 1880 First Edition OS map labelled as ‘Old’ suggesting it was
already out of use by then. At the time of the site visit, it had evidence of having been used as a
rubbish tip in the past, with domestic refuse datable to the 1940s and 1950s (glass bottle
dating). According to a local dog walker, it is referred to as Gypsy’s Well although the origin is
unknown.
Documentary evidence
Clyne Common features in two editions of The Cambrian in relation to military activity – both
pre-WW1. A 31st May 1907 edition details an attack and defence exercise carried out by
members of the 3rd Battalion the GVR (Glamorgan Volunteer Regiment or Reserve) on Clyne
Common. A similar sounding exercise was carried out according to a July 1909 edition of the
same paper, this time by the 6th Battalion the Welsh Regiment (probably the same unit as the
GVR but re-organised as 6th Battalion the Welsh Regiment in 1909 by the creation of the
Territorial Force that year).
Neither report mentions trenches but it is clear that the Common was used for military activity
by Volunteer and Territorial Force units before WW1 and it is reasonable to expect that it may
have been used during the war, resulting in practice trenches. However, trenches were also
constructed by other contemporary military units prior to the First World War – there is
evidence that Boer and German style (i.e. covered) trenches were constructed by the Royal
Monmouthshire Royal Engineers on their training area prior to the departure of a detachment to
South Africa in 1900 as part of the Second Anglo Boer War so it is not impossible that the
features date to training for an earlier period of conflict.
The only other reference for military training on Clyne Common is contained in a small
correspondence file held by West Glamorgan Archive (TC 55/3188) which dates to 1951 and is
a request to use the Common for training in the use of Bren Gun Carriers.
Whilst these references may be slim, it does suggest that there is a long standing precedent for
the use of Clyne Common for military training.
Discussion
The up-cast spoil noted adjacent to two of the trenches, together with their form indicates that
the visible lengths are man-made. The area has been previously exploited as can be seen from
the old gravel pit but the trenches do not appear connected to such operations and are not
characteristic of trial pitting or similar.
Both Trench A and Trench C in particular are waterlogged at their bases. There is a possibility
that the trenches are water management features as the aerial photographs indicate that a
watercourse follows the line of Trench C. However, it is unlikely that a water management
feature would have traverses, which would rapidly clog with material, and it is furthermore
unlikely that the trench has been naturally cut by a watercourse, which would not produce
traverses of such a regular nature. It is also of note that whilst all editions of the historic
mapping of the area do illustrate minor water courses, none is shown in the vicinity of the
trenches. There is however a possibility that the water has subsequently followed the course of
existing earthworks, explaining the waterlogging. Even if Trenches A and C were water
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management features, this would not explain the presence form of Trenches B, D and the ‘Z’
shaped spur to Trench C with its recess.
The trenches appear unrelated to the construction of the modern housing estate located to the
south.
Conclusion
The most likely explanation for the presence of the features is military activity on Clyne
Common. The evidence is circumstantial and further research is required but the form of the
trenches is consistent with trench traces illustrated in British Army field engineering manuals
from 1905 onwards and in particular during and after the First World War. No dating evidence
has been noted but on balance, the period around the First World War is the most likely date for
these earthworks, the conclusion being that they are indeed a fragmented set of practice
trenches. Given the dimensions, form and presence of the recess, it is possible that Trench C is
actually a fire trench with a length of communication trench and the possible remains of a
dugout.
If these earthworks were to be proven as such, they are the most substantial practice trenches
that survive within Glamorgan and Gwent.

Figure 1. Annotated aerial photograph showing trenches and possible dugout location
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Plate 58. View to north along Trench B (GGAT).
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Plate 59. Recess cut into north bank of Trench C. Possible dugout (GGAT).

Plate 60. Aerial photograph dated March 2016 showing the possible trenches
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WELSH ARMY CORPS RECORDS
The National Library of Wales has published the entire archive of Welsh Army Corps records in
digital form. It was felt that this archive could help to identify military facilities and activity
within Glamorgan and Gwent which could lead to the identification of archaeological sites.
Due to the time required to examine the record, Dr Stephen Miles volunteered to trawl through
over 500 digital records to seek references and some of the information has been used to
supplement the HER and this report. Although synthesis of the results has been limited so far,
the author is very grateful to Dr Miles and feels that the digital records are a useful adjunct to
further research into military activity in Wales during the First World War.
A table of a selection of Dr Miles’s findings is included below which gives a flavour of the
information used to supplement the record.
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The National Library of Wales: Welsh Army Corps Records 1914-1925
Western Command Orders by General Sir Henry Mackinnon, KCB, KCVO, Commanding-in-Chief, Jan.-7 March 1916, and 8 March-Dec. 1916 by
Sir..., 1914-16
At: http://www.cymru1914.org/en/view/archive_file/4056333/137
Page number
Page Details
(examination
label
starting from 100)
Administration/Western 103
53r
Men of WR - change of location for a cold-shoeing course; attendees at No. 2 grenade
Command Orders
school, Pembroke Dock
105
54r
Distribution of grenades from SG, SGC and 23rd Battalion, WR, Porthcawl.
108
55v Men on Munition work at Pembrey
109
56r
Appointment of honorary Officiating Clergymen at Slott Road, Cardiff
116
59v Swansea firm H.S. Green & Son. exempt from recruiting
Army Service Corps Sub-Division addresses: Pembroke Dock covering western half of
Glamorgan and Cardiff covering eastern half of Glamorgan and Monmouthshire
121
62r
Men from SG and SGC listed to attend course at Chelsea Barracks
122
62v Man from SGC listed to attend course at Deganwy
133
68r
Grenade and Signalling Officers from SG and SGC promoted to temporary rank of
Captain
137
70r
Allocation of vacancies allotted to SG for Cold Shoeing course at Romsey
150
76v Allocation of vacancies to SG and Severn Garrison for musketry course at Altcar
151
77r
Selection of a named man from SG for Cold Shoeing course at Ormskirk
157
80r
Selection of men from Welsh Division for Rifle Course, School of Musketry, Altcar and
from WR for instruction at Chelsea barracks
160
81v Details of a Standing Medical Board at Swansea and its President
163
83r
Mention of King Edward VII Hospital, Cardiff under Civil Hospitals (Reserve)
165
84r
Allocation of vacancies to SG for Cold Shoeing course at Romsey
166
84v Lecture given at SG and Severn Garrison about defence measures against gas attack
175
89v HQ SG and Severn Garrison mentioned in monthly return of accommodation and supply
arrangements
185
95r
Man in RWF awarded DCM
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187
191

96r
98r

192

99r

193

99v

199
204

102v
103v

211

107r

217

110r

218

110v

225
228

114r
115v

231
232
238
239
243
250
256
260
271
278
283
284
285

117r
117v
121r
121v
123v
127v
130v
132v
138r
141v
144r
144v
145r

Allocation of vacancies to SG and Severn Garrison for musketry course at Altcar
Cardiff and Barry firms exempted from recruiting
Appointment of Recruiting Officer at ‘Llanelly’ station
Allocation of vacancies to SG and South Wales Mounted Brigades for grenade school at
Prees Heath
Selection of named men from Glamorgan (Fortress) and Works Companies R.E. for
instruction at Newark
Man in Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers awarded DSO
Certificates of Education – candidates from Cardiff and Brecon to be examined at
Shrewsbury
Course of Instruction Physical Training and Bayonet Fighting at Western Cavalry Depot,
Newport (Mon.); allocation of vacancies to SG
Men who qualified in Physical Training and Bayonet Fighting Instruction at Western
Cavalry Depot, Newport (Mon.)
Men who qualified in Physical Training and Bayonet Fighting Instruction at Western
Cavalry Depot, Newport (Mon.)
Men attending grenade school at Prees Heath from SG and Severn Garrison
Men on Physical Training and Bayonet Fighting Instruction Course at Western Cavalry
Depot, Newport (Mon.); men from SG and Severn Garrison
Address of Foraging Committee, South Wales
Attachments for Instruction – mention of SG and Severn Garrison
Men currently attending Cold Shoeing course at Romsey from SG
Newport firm Mordey Carney and Co. exempt from recruiting
List of transport Officers in the Command – mention of SG and Severn Garrison
President of Recruiting Medical Board at Cardiff taken onto the strength
Course of instruction, Newark – Severn garrison mentioned
Appointment of Commanding Officer of 3/1st Battalion Monmouthshire Regiment
Mention of Recruiting Medical Boards at Cardiff and Newport
Course of Instruction, Staff College, Camberley – mention of Severn Garrison
Men from SWB and WR awarded MC and Companionship of DSO
Men from SWB, RWF and WR awarded Companionship of DSO and DCM
Allocation of vacancies to Severn Garrison for grenade school at Prees Heath
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288
289
290
292
293
307
319
320
330
339
334
345
348
353
359
360
370
371
382

146v Monmouthshire Regiment – date of appointment of senior officers
147r Physical Training and Bayonet Fighting Instruction Course at Newport – men qualified
from SG and Severn Garrison
147v Physical Training and Bayonet Fighting Instruction Course at Newport – men qualified
from SG
148v London School of Instruction, Chelsea Barracks – men selected from SG and Severn
Garrison
149r Allocation of one vacancy from Glamorgan (Fortress) Royal Engineers to attend Cold
Shoeing course at Romsey
156r Allocation of vacancies to Severn Garrison for Physical Training and Bayonet Fighting
Instruction Course at Western Cavalry Depot, Newport
162r Men attending grenade school at Prees Heath from Severn Garrison
162v Man attending Cold Shoeing course at Romsey from Glamorgan R.E.
167v Addition to dental treatment list – a dentist in Cardiff; new veterinary officer
commanding Monmouthshire Remount Depot
172r Allocation of vacancies to London School of Instruction, Chelsea from SG and Severn
Garrison
175r Attachment of an officer to SG and Severn Garrison to assist with musketry training.
176v Allocation of vacancies to Command Signal School, Chester from Glamorgan Royal
Engineers and Field Artillery and Severn Garrison
177r Medical cases involving treatment of the face and jaw in Southern area of command
should be referred to 3rd Western General Hospital, Cardiff
179v Allocation of vacancies to NCO School of Instruction, Oswestry from SG, CG and 3rd
Glamorgan R.E.
182v Allocation of vacancies to SG and Severn Garrison for grenade school at Prees Heath
183r Allocation of vacancies to Severn Garrison for Rifle and Range Finding course at Altcar
188r Allocation of vacancies to SG and Severn Garrison for Advanced Course of Instruction
in Anti-Gas Measures
188v Allocation of vacancies to Royal Monmouthshire R.E. for Advanced Course of
Instruction in Anti-Gas Measures
194r Mention of Rock Park Spa Auxiliary Hospital, Llandrindod Wells and its affiliation to 3rd
Western General Hospital, Cardiff
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386
396
404
406
420
433
434
435
436
438
445
453
460
462

463
466
473
485
496
500

196v Mention of Royal Engineers Drill Hall, Park Street, Cardiff
200r Men from Severn Garrison attending Physical Training and Bayonet Fighting Instruction
Course at Western Cavalry Depot, Newport
204v Men attending grenade school at Prees Heath from Severn Garrison
205v Man from Severn Garrison now qualified after attending Physical Training and Bayonet
Fighting Instruction Course at Western Cavalry Depot, Newport
213r Men to attend London School of Instruction, Chelsea from SG and Severn Garrison
220r Details of authorised grenade stores at SG and Severn Garrison
220v Details of authorised grenade stores at Severn Garrison
221r Allocation of vacancies to NCO School of Instruction, Oswestry from SG and Severn
Garrison
221v Allocation of vacancies to Command Grenade School at Prees Heath from SG and
Severn Garrison
222v Men allocated to Advanced Courses of Instruction in Anti-Gas Measures from SG and
CG
226r Allocation of vacancies to Short Course – Field Works –Royal Engineers from Royal
Monmouth Royal Engineers
230v Allocation of vacancies to Severn Garrison for Physical Training and Bayonet Fighting
Instruction Course at Western Cavalry Depot, Newport
234r Men allocated to Command Signal School, Chester from Severn Garrison
235r Men allocated to Command Signal School, Chester from Glamorgan R.E.; allocation of
vacancies for London District School of Instruction, Chelsea Barracks from SG and
Severn Garrison
235v Lights to be carried on vehicles – permits available from named officers at SG and
Severn Garrison
237r Allocation of vacancies from Severn garrison from Range Finding Course, School of
Musketry, Altcar
240v Address of Competent Military Authority, Monmouth area is Cavalry Barracks, Newport
247r Appointment of Recruiting Officer for Glamorgan and Monmouth area at Cardiff
252v Number of troops to be accommodated in camps at CG and SG and location of camp at
Monmouth and Porthcawl in No. 4 District
255r Men qualified in Physical Training and Bayonet Fighting Instruction Course at Western
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Cavalry Depot, Newport from Severn Garrison
502
256r Allocation of vacancies to Command Grenade School at Prees Heath from SG and
Severn Garrison
515
262v Location of lectures on Defensive Measures against Gas Attacks – Newport, Monmouth,
Cardiff and Porthcawl
Abbreviations: SG – Swansea Garrison; CG: Cardiff Garrison; SGC – Severn Garrison Cardiff; WR – Welsh Regiment; RWF – Royal Welsh Fusiliers;
SWB – South Wales Borderers
Stephen Miles 15th February 2016
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